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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


GUYANA -BRAZIL YELLOW FEVER FIGHT--A joint Guyana-Brazil medical team is 

now working along the Guyana Brazil border in an effort to eradicate yellow 
fever from the area, said Dr Walter Chin, Chief Medical Officer of the 
Ministry of Health, During late last year five deaths were reported to have 
occurred in the Guyana side of the border and since then the Ministry of 
Health has been working with the Brazilian authorities to eradicate the 
disease, Dr Walter Chin and a team of medical personnel returned to the 
country on Thursday after holding talks with Dr Mineire, Secretary for 
Health in Brazil and other medical personnel, Also included in the Guyana 
team were Dr London and two nurses. Dr Chin said that members of the joint 
team started innoculating residents of Or: nduik and other neighbouring 
villages against yellow fever, He said that the team hopes to complete its 
work by Monday. It was also disclosed that a similar exercise had already 
been carried out by the joint Guyana-Brazil medical team and that the 
vaccines were being donated by the Brazilian Government. The Chief Medical 
Officer said that the Ministry of Regional Development in tiie area would 

be monitoring the situation and would be in touch with the Ministry of Health 
in Georgetown. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 29 Jan 83 p 5] 


CSO: %5400/7547 
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Quarantine 


Dr Monaghan said the prob- 
lem was expected to clear in 
about a week. 

The quarantine period ad 
to extend from between seven 
and 10 days after the last dia:- 
nosed case. 

He also said it was hoped to 


probably take a few weeks. 
The NSW Heaith Commis- 
sson's senior specialist in pub- 
lic health, Dr Allan Crawford, 
said there was no need for 


He said: “It's a very mild dis- 
ease and it's a lot more com- 
mon than people realise. 

“The normal mild form is lit- 
erally endemic around the 
world and comes ap in the 
summer depending which part 
of the world vouw're in... one 
associates this form with late 
summer, early sutumn when 
it’s stall quite hot” 


He said bacterial meningitis 
was quite rare now because it 
could be treated immediately 
and successfully. 


Meningitis meant inflamma- 
tion of the “meninges”. the 
covering of the brain and 
spinai cord. 











INCIDENCE OF DENGUE FEVER REMAINS; FOGGING CONTINUES 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 23 Jan 83 p 2 


{Text ] 


DENGUE fever is. still 
prevalent and Barbadians 
must tnke all necessa 
steps to contain this dea 


ly virus. 
According to Senior 
Medical Officer. Dr. 


Vaughn Wells. so far this 


year there have been 
numerous dengue fever 
reports. 

He noted that of 114 
suspected cases reported 
since June last year, in- 


vestigations have proven 
some 50 of them to be af- 
firmative. showing the 
need for serious cau- 
tionary measures on the 
part of Barbedians. 


- Dr. Wells believed that since 
the Mimstry of Health had stop 
- its previous fogging exercise. 
rbadians might have become 
complacent and subsequently 
hed ‘‘slackened-ap" in their 
precautionary meesures. The ex- 
ercise was resumed last week. 


He appealed to people. 
especially living in 
lying districts. to cease placing 
nee or containers in areas 

where they might catch water. 


Senior Public Health Officer. 
Charlies Browne, noted thet 


cups and other containers which 
are left lying-eround 


He noted that the fogging exer- 
cise by the Ministry was only ef- 
fective in killing adult mosquitoes 
and those flying around. 


He pointed out: ‘It is useful to 
note thet @ mosquito goes 
three seperate stages. 

and that the fogging exercise is 
only effective in one of them. 
Thus. persons have to rid their 
properties of these insects during 
the other stages of growth.” 


Browne noted that mesquitoes 
tr ere ag ebiees affected by the 


. only become 


ro hed bitten an infected 


_ and ere alldwed to live 
a further eight days. 


He reminded Berbedians that 
the symptoms of dengue fever 
were eadache. oon pains, 
and ‘‘break-bone™’ 
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EDITORIAL EXAMINES DIARRHEAL DISEASES PROBLEM 


Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 3 Feb 83 p 4 


{Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


important public health problem 

in our country and this -acute 
problem is a challenge to the Health 
Department. 

To meet this challenge the Health Depart- 
ment launched the People’s Health Plan 
and is taking wide measures against this 
infectious disease. 

In this connection, a Mid-level CDD 
(Diarrhoeal Diseases Control) Programme 
Managers Training Course, sponsored jointly 
by the World Health Organization and the 
Ministry of Health was opened at the Burma 
Medical Association recently and Director- 
General of the Health Department U Khin 
Maung Nyein addressed the opening cere- 
mony. 

In his address, the Director-General of the 
Health Department pointed out that out of 
the 56 health problems identified during the 
preparatory phase of the Second People’s 
Health Plan, diarrhoeal diseases were pro- 
minent among the ten diseases, and priorisa- 
tion of diseases by means of composite 
weighted scores revealed diarrhoeal diseases 
as health protiem No 1, followed by malaria, 
and that diseases are on the rising trend. 

The Director-General of the Health De- 
partment also pointed out that statistical 
data in 1981 showed a very high morbidity 


[) “important diseases pose an 


BURMA 











ranging from 500 to 3,600 per 100,090 popu- 
lation in the States and Divisions—a mor- 
bidity rate of the lowest 580 in Mon Srate, 
to the highest 36,000 in Chin State. 

As diarrhoeal diseases are most prevalent 
in infants under one year of age, special 
attention must be paid to the infants and 
health education be provided to the parents. 

The outbreak of diarrhoea! diseases mainly 
occur due to poor hygiene of the members of 
the public and low environmental sanitation. 
Doctors, nurses and hospital staff should not 
concentrate mainly on treatment work only 
but also educate the patients who come for 
treatment as well as their attendants on per- 
sonal hygiene and environmental sanitation. 
This would bring down the rate of out- 
break of such infectious diseases. 

It would also be advisable for the public to 
refrain from eating stale and cold food and 
preserved fruits. The disease can also be 
prevented by keeping the environment clean, 
using clean water and eradicating flies. 

With the co-operation of the World Health 
Organization, the Health Department, all 
those concerned and the entire working 
people, we are sure-that greater success will 
be met in diarrhoeal diseases control activi- 
ties in Our country. 








DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


VECTOR CONTROL EXPERTS--Roseau, Jan. 23 (CANA) Two experts in vector control 
have arrived here to advise Government on means of controlling disease- 
carrying insects and rodents. Pan American Health Organisation (PAHO) 
Technical Officer, Ronald Aarons and Caribbean Area Advisor, Bruce Knudson 
are assisting in mapping out an integrated approach that will cover the 
entire island with regards to vector control, the Government reported 

today. Their visit is part of Government's intersectoral approach to primary 
health care and a Government statement said the programme "constitutes part 
of the nation's health plan." It said that the Ministry of Health was train- 
ing personnel to undertake direction and supervision of the vector control 
programme. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 29 Jan 83 p 14] 


CSO: 5400/7543 











EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


INCREASE IN DIPTHERIA OUTBREAKS--Thirty-five cases of diptheria were reported 
among the infantile population of the county this past year, according to a 
report of the Epidemiology Division, headed by Dr Rolando Hernandez Argueta. 
Five cases have already been reported so far this year, which worries health 
authorities. Dr Hernandez points out that this unusual activation of diptheria 
is a consequence of the decrease in the administration of vaccinations, owing 
to the sociological and environmental conditions which our country is 
experiencing and which have hampered the activities of vaccination teams for 

3 years, especially in the rural areas, where 60 percent of the Salvadoran 
population is concentrated. It is also said that in urban areas and in the 
suburbs vaccination problems are due to the constant displacement of large 
masses of people from the countryside, who for the most part lack the 
protection provided by vaccines. This has resulted in the appearance of these 
cases of diptheria, which show signs of an epidemic outbreak. The population 
is therefore advised to have children under 5 years of age vaccinated at the 
health units and centers nearest their homes, to avoid as much as possible the 
appearance of further cases that may endanger the health and the very life of 
the children who lack protection. [Excerpt] [San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 
16 Feb 83 p 2] 8255 


CSO: 5400/2048 
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GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


DRUG SUPPLIES--A shipme:it of essential drugs has arrived and is being 
apportioned for distribution to hospitals and health centres around the 
country. Another shipment is due by weekend and orders are being prepared 
for further supplies, Health, Environment and Water Supply Minister, Richard 
Van West-Charles, told the Chronicle yesterday, The shipment which arrived 
last week cost GS$1/2 million and include antibiotics, tranquillisers and 
drugs for the treatment of epilepsy, asthma and a wide range of other ill- 
nesses (as well as guaze and cottonwool), added Chief Medical Officer 

Dr Walter Chin. Minister Van West-Charles also disclosed that some of 

the drugs, mostly antibiotics, were stolen when parcels were broached on 
arrival here. He expressed regrec that efforts to improve the country's 
health services, even at this time of scarce foreign exchange, should suffer 
a setback because of the selfish actions of a few. The drugs were bought 
from Holland and the USA, The shipment to come in this week was ordered 
from Miami, the Minister disclosed. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 


English 25 Jan 83 p 1] 


GASTROENTERITIS INCREASE--The Ministry of Health has confirmed that there 
has been an increase this year in cases of gastroenteritis treated at the 
hosp.tals and health centres. Chief Medical Officer Dr Walter Chin told 

the Chronicle yesterday that “in comparison with January last year there has 
been an increase." He said there were two infections--influenza and gastro-- 
which seem to show an increase every January and February, but admitted he 
was unable to give an explanation for the phenomenon, He disclosed also, 
that last year was an exception to the trend with reported cases remaining 
relatively stabie. This too, could not be explained, he said, Meanwhile, 
the health authorities are appealing to parents to take suspected cases 
immediately to their district health centre or hospital. The symptoms of 
gastro-enteritis are vomiting and diarrhoea, [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 25 Jan 83 p 8] 


CSO: 5400/7547 











STEPS TAKEN TO FIGHT ‘MONKEY DISEASE' EPIDEMIC 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Feb 83 p 14 


[Text] 


MANGALORE. February !. 

E worst part of the forest 

disease, also knowr 2. “mon- 
key disease.” that has taken a 
toil of 23 human lives io Belthan- 
gady taluka of Dakshina Kannada 
distsict in Kartaiaba. is over. But 
remedial measures will have to 
contunue, according to officiaw. 


The vrus iafecnon which has 
created panc om the area has claim- 
ed 1} ines at Patrame village situat- 
ed im the dense fore Bea in all. 
168 peopie have been hospitalised 
with symotoms of bea‘eche. Mow 
of the “cums were for@: labourers 
The wfecuon was first soticed at 
Patrame soon after felling wa¢ com- 
mecnced by forest cOmractors in the 
(rst week of January. 


The viral infection took a virulent 
form m the firm ten davs and the 
cases  «6the « maccessible forest tract 
went uarepored This was more due 
to eupersntion than fon-evailabiity of 
Medical awsiance, It was assovcisted 
wth retrbunon tor felling of trees 
and killing of snakes aod abo evil 
spirits. 


Strange’y enough the treatmen: -n)- 
tial’'y woe for encephalins. Ir wos 
omy when culfures were sent to the 
Soumoga monker disease research cen- 
tre that - eas daenosed ss “monkey 
disease.” The nemoer of deaths of 
primates. the carvers of the disease, 
% anybody s gues. 


UNTIRING EFFORTS 


When the meatier 
mouce of the Kabetra 
Drharmadhuikar 


came to the 
Dbarmastbaia. 


Veereodra Heggade 


had arranged tor pravers at the Man- 
yunatheswara temple and also alered 
the health euthormues and government 


aged. .cs. 
The Nagarka Sevg Sami of 
Gurus ameere voluntary service oOrga- 


aisatior. led by the loval WLA, Mr. 
V. Bangera, swung into action. The 
volunteers not only shifted the sus 
pect cases to besprtais burt abo coo- 
ducted a hovse-io-house survey m the 
aifected ~ llages. 


The dharmadbikari threw open the 
doors of the TB hespital run bv the 
emple trust at La'a oear Lye for 
accommoditing the affected cares. 
The TB pe'ients were temporarily 
vacated. Untinig’ efforts of the team 
of doctors beaded ov Dr. Sbreshan- 
kar Bolar g2ve contidemce wo the 
people of the area 


The late viclim «2s 9 woman sho 
had already lost her two chidren 


the epidemic. She « owrviwed by her 


husSand and 3 Gunor daugnier 
Two or three cases are deg ad- 


mi: ted to the Lana hospriai every 
dav as the allecitd peope soem Ww 
prefer u (oO Oiher DOsprials 

(yer? ‘o the ep.deme. ‘ht ‘abou. 
ers, aho Yee fen Progdued trom 
felure ters 19 the toreste, are forced 


to find alwrnauve mean of livel- 
hoad. 


Mr. Banrers wreed the chet myn- 


ster, Me. Ramakrshna Hetue. tor 
urgent reuet megsures. Drugs worth 
over Rs = lakhs «were rushed from 


healih officer. 
healta offier. 
hea.) = 6fene. 
posicd om iit 


Bangawre A speca) 
ove BOd onal ds ct 
four dSctore and «it 
tors had now peen 
area. 


INDIA 
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"MONKEY DISEASE‘ CLAIMS LIVES IN INDIA 
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INDIA 


ENCEPHALITIS, MALARIA REAPPEAR IN BURDWAN 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Feb 83 p 9 


[Text] Durgapur, Jan 3l--According to reports available with the 
district's Medical Authority, malaria and encephalitis, the latter of 
which claimed more than 600 lives last summer, are reappearing in Burdwan 
district. The Medical Authority is worried over the incidence of encepha- 
litis in winter--till now, "it had broken out in the middle of summer." 


Dr (Mrs) Reba Gupta, Chief Medical Officer (Health) Burdwan, said yesterday 
that encephalitis and malaria had now become endemic. Several new cases 

of encepha itis had been reported from the colliery areas of the Raniganj- 
Asansol be.t. Steps sould be taken on the basis of the investigation 
report, she said. 


Dr Gupta explained that the disease kept recurring because the mosquitoes 
which supposedly carried the germs had not been identified yet. 


There were some practical difficulties in checkirg the spread of the 
suspected type of mosquitoes, as their breeding ground was water on paddy 
fields “containing chemical fertilizers." If the use of fertilizer 

was discouraged, agriculture would receive a setback and the move would 
be opposed. 


Several cases of malaria had been reported and Dr Gupta said treating 
patients had become a problem. Miscreants, particularly in the Asansol 
belt, had taken away doors, windows and furniture from the health centres. 
Storage of medicine and other equipment and material was affected and the 
medical staff and sub-staff felt insecured, she said. 


CSO: 5400/7080 








INDONESIA 


DIARRHEA, CHOLERA EPIDEMICS CONTINUE TO TAKE TOLL 


Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 4 Dec 82 p 8 


{[Article: "250 Have Died in 7 Diarrhea Epidemics in West Nusa Tenggara Since 
1979") 


[Text] Since 1979, West Nusa Tenggara has suffered 7 diarrhea and cholera 
epidemics and 250 fatalities as described in the following table: 











District Period No Cases No Deaths 
Bima Oct 79 = Feb 80 516 28 
Sumbawa Oct 79 = Jan 80 1287 46 
West Lombok Jan 80 = Jun 80 1156 16 
Central Lombo} Jan 80 - Sep 80 1918 » F 
East Lombok Jan 80 - Aug 80 5123 80 
West Lombok Mar 81 =- Sep 81 803 g 
Bima Sep 81 = Jan 82 515 19 


Dr. Juslis Katin of the West Nusa Tenggara regional health department's office 
for control and eradication of communicable diseases submitted this data to 

National (Rehidrasi) Seminar III in Semarang during the period 29 November to 
2 December. He said that since the beginning of 1973 cholera and diarrhea have 
been chronic, unconquerable, and frequently fatal public health problems in 
West Nusa Tenggara; accounting for 18,588 cases and 1,315 deaths from 1973 


through 1978, 


Though the average case fatality rate has been lowered, the ability to act 
quickly in the event of an outbreak, according to Juslis, still leaves much to 
be desired. One still encounters extended epidemics which could have been 
stopped in a relatively short period of time if all elements of the health sys- 


tem were working well. 


West Nusa Tenggara has long suffered from frequent, fatal cholera and diarrhea 
epidemics. Cholera and diarrhea are now considered routine diseases whose cure 
does not merit serious attention, This has resulted in an attitude of indiffer- 
ence among officials to the point that health measures to overcome the epidemic 
are not carried out according to prescribed guidance and methodology, Jusiis 
declared. To overcome this situation, instruction must be provided to upgrade 








and refresh all those who are responsible for the epidemic control program. 
Before they are assigned to the field, new doctors should be given special 


background briefing on the region and the prevention and treatment of these 


d iseases ° 


Juslis says that there are many factors that contribute to the development and 
spread of diarrhea and cholera in West Nusa Tenggara. These factors include 
subsiandard personal and environmental health conditions, social and cultural 
conditions, and suboptimal utilization of existing health facilities. 


West Nusa Tenggara consists of Lombok Island with a population of 1,957,118 
and a density of 426 persons per square kilometer, and Sumbawa Island with 
776,698 souls and a density of 50 persons per square kilometer. 

The educational level on both islands is almost the same; about 38.9 percent 
are illiterate, while the remainder have at least an elementary leve! educa- 
tion. Almost 9) percent of the people make their living by farming and the 
majority of these are farm laborers. 


Juslis explained that only 24 percent of Lombok's population and 21 percent of 
those living on Sumbawa had potable water. 








1NDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS IN CIREBON REGENCY-—-During this vear's long drought, 11 sub- 
districts in Cirebon Regency, West Java, were stricken by a gastroenteritis 
epidemic which, as of 1 December claimed 10 of the 462 victims. On Satur- 
vay, 4 December, Dr Achmad Ali, an official of the Cirebon Regency Health 
Service, said the epidemic spread from mid-November to the beginning of 
December, During these 2 weeks, hundreds of people were affected most of 
them children. [Excerpt] [Jakarta SINAR HARPAN in Indonesian 8 Dec 82 

p 3) 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN MAJALENGKA REGENCY--A gastroenteritis epidemic has again 
Struck two subdistricts of Majalengka Regency, West Java, claiming 6 of the 
346 victims stricken in November. According to information obtained by SINAR 
HARAPAN from the Majalengka Regency Regional Government, the epidemic spread 
from about 5 November to early December. There were more cases this year 
than last year. In 1981, 7 of the 218 victims of the disease died. [Ex- 
cerpt] [Jakarta SINAR HARPAN in Indonesian 13 Dec 82 p 3] 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN EAST JAVA~-By the end of this year's long drought gastro- 
enteritis had struck the cities of Tuban, Gresik, Blitar, and Banyuwangi in 
East Java Province, claiming at least 21] of the 2,138 victims. R. Soehartono, 
chief of the information bureau of the East Java Province Regional Government, 
accompanied by his staff member Soekarsono, explained that from November [as 
published] to 8 December 283 cases nad been recorded for Banyuwangi Regency 
with 5 deaths. Gresik had 9 deaths out of a total of 1,597 cases. Quoting 

a report compiled by the East Java Province Contagious Disease Control Sub- 
service (P2M), 3 deaths for 179 gastroenteritis cases were recorded for 
Blitar Regency. The number of victims is still being compiled for Sapudi 

and Kangean Islands which are included in Sumenep Regency (east Madura 
Island). Victims are also being given medication (for prevention and control 
of gastroenteritis). Inter-island transportation is complicated so rece.pt 
of information about the number of gastroenteritis victims is delayed. On 
heing questioned by SINAR HARAPAN, Dr Paulus Hartomo, chief of the Indoctrin- 
ation and Control Section of the East Java Province Health Department Re- 
gional Office, explained that his side is always prepared. Three kinds of 
medication--infusions, tetracycline tablets and oralit salts--are available 
in the regions (at the city health services/DKK's) and are considered suf- 
ficient to handle the disease. The East Java Health Department Regional Of- 
fice monitors the situation continually and is prepared to ration additional 








medications needed by the respective city health services in the East Java 
region. He reminded the spread of gastroenteritis climaxed from November 
to December. [Excerpts] [Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 13 Dec 82 

P 3) 6804 


LEPROSY, CHOLERA CASES--According to the Health Department, there were 1,938 
new leprosy cases in 1982-83, thereby increasing the number of new cases in 
the past 4 years to 15,609 while the number of leprosy cases throughout 
Indonesia was 125,625. The number of cholera cases in 1982-83 decreased 
when compared with previous years. In 1982 there were 31,010 cases with 

903 deaths. The highest number of cholera cases was recorded in 1975-- 
52,313 with 3,771 deaths. The higest number of deaths was recorded in 1972-- 
7,004 out of 43,359 cases. [Text] [BK211638 Jakarta Domestic Service in 
Indonesian 1200 GMT 19 Feb 83] 


GASTROENTERITIS IN SOUTH JAKARTA--Five persons have died and 119 are being 
treated in hospitals for gastroenteritis which has spread in Jakarta this 
week. The disease presumably was caused by changes in the weather as the 
seasons shifted from dry to rainy. Castroenteritis is found frequently in 
the capital partcularly in areas with poor environmental conditions. Cases 
f the disease are treated almost daily, but this week's eruption of gastro- 
enteritis in South Jakarta is considered to be a big one. /Excerpts/ 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 22 Dec 82 p 3/ 6804 


“ASTROENTERITIS IN GORONTALO REGENCY--A gastroenteritis epidemic has struck 
>) subdistricts in Gorontalo Regency (North Sulawesi) causing 10 deaths. 
Dr M. D. Liahude, chief of the Gorontalo Regency Health Service, said the 


number of cases in the 5 subdistricts is extraordinarily high for the Corontalo 


Regency area. The disease, which began to spread in October, is believed to 


have originated outside the regencv. /Excerpts/ ‘Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 
zg / pts iz 
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MFASLES IN BANJARNEGARA REGENCY--At least 15 children under the age of 5 
residins in Karangtumon Hamlet, Glempang Village, Mandiraja Subdistrict, 
Baniarnevara Regency, Central Java, died of measles because thev were not 


yrought to the public health center in time, while another 119 were diagnosed 
is having measles and were treated at the public health center and the 
Ban‘arnegara General Hospital, according to a SINAR HARAPAN source at the 
Baniarnezara Resency Health Service Office. The majority of those who 


succumbed to the disease, according to the source, did su because the local 
opulation knows Little about hygiene. ‘Text / ‘Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN .n 
indonesian 29 Dec 82 p 3/ 6804 








DEGENERATIVE BONE DISEASE 


Tel Aviv YEDI’OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 4 Jan 83 p 


[Article by Israel Tomar: "Degenerative Bone Disease] 

[Text] A medicine unique in the world against degenerative bone disease, 
(osteoporosis) which plagues women after the passage of the reproductive 
cycle, and the elderly, is in an advanced development stage at the Jerusalem 
plant of “Teva-Pharmaceutical Industries.” 


The director-general of the firm, Eli Horowitz, at a press conference 
yesterday, discussed the establishment of a partnership with American 
investors to further this project, which constitutes a breakthrough in 
treating this disease, which is manifested “in a lack of calcium in the 
bodv” and results in brittle bones and great suffering. 


Research concerning the medicine, whose scientific term is "Alfa D 3" will 
last three years. The 3 million dollar budget will be divided evenly between 
the bureau of the chief scientist in the Ministry of Industry and Commerce 


and 60 American partners. 


The project will be operated by "Teva," and a large portion of it will be 
‘onducted in two departments of the Weizman Institute through "“Yedah, Inc., 
a research and development firs. Clinical experiments in research medicine 
alreadv take place in 12 hospitals in Israel, England, and the U.S. The 
medicine is a natural compund which is usually supplied to the body through 
the kidneys and is of primary importance as a bone-building mechanisn. 


Professor Arye Lavie, the chief scientist of the Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry, noted that the project is a part of a series of projects financed 
through limited partnerships and which his office's participation in its 
financing will reach 300 million shekels this vear. He added that a few 
other plans are under consideration, such as the development of immunization 
compounds for animais and people through a genetic engineering system; 
medicine for impotence, against gaining weight, for the regulation of 
heartbeat, for epilepsy, etc. 


9944 
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ISRAEL 


"INNOVATIVE TREATMENT’ FOR LUNG CANCER INSTITUTED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 12 Dec 82 p 5 


[Text] The lung department of "Meir" hospital in Kfar Saba has lately begun 
to use an innovative treatment, which constitutes the first experiment of 
its kind in Israel. 


It refers to a form of treatment called "Broncho Albolar Labaz" which is the 
washing or rinsing of the bubble (or blister) in the lung. In this treat- 
ment, wnich is performed with great success in the department, the composi- 
tion of the cells is examined in cases of diseases which cause inflammations 
and hardening of the lung tissues. So far the sick have been treated with 
cortisone, which was not always the best for them, whereas presently the 
most desirable treatment is related to the composition of the cells. 


In the pulmonary department of “Meir™ hospital there are 36 beds and 4 
beds tor pulmonary intensive care treatment. 


Professor Broderman, the head of the department, expressed concern over 
the incidence of lung cancer cases. This year 500 new cases were revealed 
and of these 120 cases were in the Sharon region. 


9944 
CSO: 5400/4507 
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ISRAEL 


MASS RUBELLA VACCINATION PROPOSED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 15 Dec 82 p 23 


[Article by Dvora Namir: "Mass Rubella Vaccination Proposed to Counter 
Future Epidemic"™] 


[Text] All the health authorities in the world are getting ready for the 
next rubella epidemic, which is expected according to the reporting of ex- 
perts, to take place in 1985, This is one of the diseases which is con- 
sidered to be a children's disease, However, it strikes women of child- 
bearing age in particular. Since when a pregnant woman is infected with 
rubella, there is the danger that the fetus which she is carrying will be 
born defective or deformed, 


During the last rubella outbreak in Israel in 1978-79, numerous abortions 
were pertormed on young women who had never been ill with rubella, but were 
intected with it during that critical period. These abortions were not 
always performed on the basis of convincing proof of the existence of rubella, 
or on the basis of blood tests, but on the basis of fear. When a light rash 
appeared, and there was a fear of rubella, the physicians were not opposed to 
terminating the pregnancy; none of them could promise the women that the 

fetus would be born healthy. 


These days, research has been published in the United States, which was 
designed to study the extent of the effectiveness of the rubella vaccine 
administered to girls during puberty, 3-9 years after immunization, There 
were rumors to the effect that certain vaccines which had been used during 
the 70's were not one hundred percent effective inthe long run. Young women 
and girls who had been immunized with various types of vaccines were invited 
for an examination of the level of antibodies in the blood against rubella. 


Presently the research findings have been published in the United States, 
It has been found that 36 percent of the young women and girls who had 

been vaccinated with the "Merc-Vax" vaccine 3-9 years ago are no longer 
immune against rubella. This finding was a danger signal and we decided to 
examine what the situation is in Israel...Maybe young Israleis who had been 
immunized against rubella--received an inactive immunization md maybe in 
the next epidemic in 1985, when they will be pregnant, they will be susceptible 
to the danger of infection. It is apparent, that in comparison to other 
countries, the situation in Israel is very encouraging. 
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According to Dr. Chaim Grichter, the head of the virus laboratories in the 
Ministry of Health, Israel, during the last decade and especially at the 
beginning or the 1970's, did not use the vaccine mentioned above (produced 
in the U.S.) since the local experts did not recommend it. "In Israel 
all young women were immunized with a vaccine of the "Wolcomb" company of 
England, which is a hundred percent effective. Only during the last two 
years did we begin to use the American vaccine," said Dr. Grichter. 


Along with it, the general director of the Health Ministry, Professor Baruch 
Madam, initiated an epidemiological survery. The survey was conducted to ex- 
amine the extent of immunity among young women who had been immunized be- 
tween 1973-1979, and how to ensure immunity against rubella for all the 
young women of child-bearing age before the next epidemic. Because of the 
importance of the subject and the need of organizing for period of at least 
three years, the epideniological director general found the resources for a 


program of immunity against rubella. 


Under this program "mother-child" clinics, to which pregnant women and women 
with small children come, were established. So far, in a gradual and 
systematic way, 200,000 young women have been surveyed, those who have not 
been immunized against rubella and have not been sick with the disease yet 
have been iocalized., Every pregnant women who needed to be immunized has 
been registered, and a week after giving birth, has received an immunization. 
So far 50,000 women have b-en immunized after giving birth. "Regarding 
these large groups, we are sure that even if the child will come home from 
school with rubella--his mother will not be infected with the disease," said 


. bey ae 
Ur. Cnaim Gricnater. 


And what happened with all the young women who were immunized a few years 
igo? Was the English immunization safe and effective? It is apparent that 
the Ministry of Health considerations in choosing the vaccine were correct, 
in comparison to the situation in the U.S. Ina survey conducted in Israel 
conerning young women who were immunized up to 1979, it was found that no 
young woman who was immunized later became ill with rubella. "Our impression 
is that the voung women in Israel are in excellent shape. We estimate that 
young women and girls who have not been immunized are infected with rubella 
at the rate of only 12 percent in comparison to 18-80 percent in the United 
tates,’ stated Dr. Chaim Grichter, who based his information on data pro- 
vided at an international convention concerning rubella problems, which was 
ld in Jerusalem. 
ry ot Health is operating a national program under which all 12 to 
girls are immunized against rubella. In the last 8 years almost 
s have been immunized; in the meantime these girls have become 
ldiers or married women of child-bearing age. 


ere'ore, there is no fear that they will be sick with rubella even during 
ic However, if there are still young women in Israei who 
ive not deen immunized against rubella, and they are unsure whether they 
were sick witn it in their childhood, they should contact the health bureau 
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ISRAEL 


INCREASED HEART DISEASE RATE AMONG WOMEN, YOUNG MEN 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 22 Dec 82 p 4 


{Article by Dvora Namir: "Increased Heart Disease Rate Among Young Men and 
Women" 


An increase in the number of heart attacks among young men aged less than 

40 has been registered in Israel during the past five years. In addition 

to the heridity factor of the parents, or one of them who was afflicted with 
a heart disease at a young age, it has been determined that most men who 
were under intensive care had excess fat in their blood, or high blood pressure, 
excess weight and lack of physical activity. Ninety-five percent of them 
were smokers from an early age. 


These details were presented yesterday at a press converence organized by 
the Ministry of Health and Cardiological Association in Israel in connection 
with “the heart day" which will be marked tomorrow throughout the country. 


Dr. Ram Yishai, the head of the medical association, said that death due to 
a heart attack is only 23 percent of all deaths among Arabs, while among 
Jewish men, it is 48 percent. In Israel, for every man who dies of cancer, 
two men die of a heart attack. In many cases it could have been 
prevented by a low fat and low salt diet, exercise and the cessation of 
smoking. 


Professor Henry Neufeld, the head of the International Cardiological Associa- 
tion, said that in the past it was thought that women were protected against 
heart attacks as long as they are still of child-bearing age, since "hormonal 
activity” protects them, Now it has become apparent that the rate of women 
of working age who come to the hospital with arteriosclerosis and heart 
attacks--increases steadily. This, because more and more women have pene- 
trated into the "male" professions and have adopted the same life style, 
diet, and smoking habits as men, 


Professor Yaacov Agmon, the head of the Israeli Cardiological Association, 
said that in the framework of the "Heart Day" all the health and medical 
authorities will cooperate with the media to bring to the public information 
as to how to guard against heart attacks--from broadcasts to schools and the 
heart institutes in the hospitals, The IDF will undertake an information 
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Campaign in all the camps--especially in the area of smoking whereas in 
the Red Mogen David stations they will undertake to measure the blood 
pressure oi the public, in order to find “those who are in danger.” 


[t is known that in Israel 50,000 people with heart ailments visit clinics 
for consulcation, one percent of them (500 ailing) end up with open heart 


Protessor Baruch Modan, the director general of the Ministry of Health, an- 
nounced yesterday that thanks to the raising of resources and amendments in 
the budget of manpower, heart surgery will be increased and the waiting lines 
will be shortened. 


Protessor Modau also said that under the initiative of the Minister of 
Health, a new law will be proposed to the Knesset, "the first aid law” which 
will obligate all the institutions and enterprises to provide resuscitation 
equipment and to train workers to give dirst aid treatment in cases of 

heart attacks, so that valuable time will be saved until the arrival of 

the ambulance and lives would be saved, 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


ANTI-CANCER DRUG--This week the West German Health Ministry authorized for use 
the anti-cancer drug produced by the Israeli enterprise "Avik". This drug, 
"Abiflitin,” (Isisplaninum)--the most important in a series of anti-cancer 
drugs developed by "Avik" and which is produced in a small number of factories 
throughout the world--has been already given permission for use in Israel, 
Holland, Chile and Thailand and is expected to be soon approved in Britain, 
Australia and South Africa. "Avik" has a large and diversified series of 
drugs for the treatment of cancer, which includes seven drugs from in-house 
development and an additional 3 drugs under permit from foreign know-how. 

This fact puts "Avik" among the three leading producers in the world in this 
area. As is well known, cancer treatment requires a combination of a number 
of drugs and different treatments. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 

19 Dec 82 p 6} 


DIABETES INCIDENCE--More than 10 percent of Israeli population has diabetes and 
this disease is in third place after heart disease and cancer among the causes 
of death in Israel. This was reported yesterday in Haifa, where a convention 
o. the Israeli Diabetics Association is about to open. The head of the organi- 
zing committee of the convention, Dr. Yoram Cantor, said that diabetes is the 
number one cause of blindness in western socieites, and the second cause after 
auto accidents fcr the amputation of feet. During the convention new research 
will be presented which is based on the use of medicine from the plant extract- 
cirsium, which is grown in the Gallilee. The scientist expressed the hope that 
within five years it will be possible to transplant insulin determinant, which 
could be controlled from afar, and within ten years insulin determinant that 
will operate independently. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 26 Dec 82 p 4] 








MEXICO 


BRIEF 


SHIPBOARD TYPHOID CASES--Veracruz, Ver., 2 February--Health authorities doubled 
their vigilance in the port area when it was ascertained that there were six 
cases of typhoid among the sailors of the Greek ship, Mirina, docked at 

pier 6 of Puerto Mexico. The health authorities, headed by Dr Jaime Vives 
Ruiz, proceeded to examine the members of the crew of that vessel. It was 
found that the water that the sailors drank during their crossing was not 


drinking water, which could have caused the disease. [Text | by Alfonso Valencia 
uMexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 3 Feb 83 p 25A 
8255 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS, NOT CHOLERA--THERE is no outbreak of cholera in Enugu and its 
environs, competent medical authorities in the state capital have stated. In 
an interview with me in his office, the provost and Chief Medical Director of 
the University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital (UNTH), Enugu, Professor R. M. 
Anikwe, refuted the rumour that there was a cholera outbreak in Enugu, empha- 
sising that as far as the UNTH was concerned, there was no reported case of 
cholera. At St. Martin's Hospital Awkunanaw, the Chief Medical Director, Dr. 
H. I. Uzoewulu also denied any reported case of cholera in his hospital. In- 
stead Dr Uzoewulu said there were cases of an epidemic of a disease known as 
“gastro-enterities" which has affected a number of children in recent times. 
Dr. Uzoewulu further contended that if there was cholera epidemic it would 
also affect adults and would not be restricted to children alone. He said 
that the gastro enterities was caused by the prolonged harmattan which dried 
up the germs and blow them up in their air adding that as soon as rain falls 
the edpidemic would subside The Anambra State Commissioner for Health, Dr 
Edwin Onwudiwe was not available for comments but competent sources in his 
office disclosed that the incidence of gastro-enterities has been occurring 
from December to February for several years. [Christian Ajuigwe] [Excerpts] 
[Enugu DAILY STAR in English 5 Feb 83 p 16] 
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NORWAY 


AIDS DISEASE HAS REACHED NATION 
Oslo DAGBLADET in Norwegian 17 Feb 83 p 20 
[Article: "Deadly Illness in "orway"™] 


[Text] Oslo--Health authorities have discussed the 
so-called AID syndrome, a new life-threatening disease 
which has been recognized among homosexuals in the 
United States for several years. The background is 
that a person in Norway has contracted the disease. 


Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) means that the body's immunity 
defenses are weakened to the point that apparently harmless infections can 
be life-threatening. 


Participants at the recent meeting included representatives of the Direc- 
torate of Health, The National Institute of Public Health, the bloodbank 
at Ulleval Hospital and Kim Friele of the Association of 1948. 


Doctor Helge Heisto at Ulleval Hospital told Norsk Telegrambyra that AIDS 

is especially troublesome because so little is known about it. "Based on 
blood tests from patients it has been established that there have been 
changes in the white blood corpuscles. With this condition the body's 
immunity detenses are severely weakened and the patient can succumb to 
diseases which under normal circumstances would be harmless. During recent 
years AIDS has been proved in several hundred persons in the United States, 
mostly homosexuals, and there has been a mortality rate of over 40 percent,” 
said Heisto. He did not wish to give out information about the Norwegian 
who reportediv has contracted the disease. 


9287 
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PAKISTAN 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF COUNTRY'S OWN DRUG MANUFACTURING EMPHASIZED 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Feb 83 p 15 


{Edictorial: 


Text] 


IN ITS protracted quest for 
the National Drug Research 
Centre, the Federal Health 
Ministry 1s now reported to be 
contemplating “drastic action” 
against pharmaceutical com- 
panies which have not con- 
tributed their prescribed share 
of payment towards the de- 
velopment of drug research 
tacilines. All pharmaceutical 
companies had agreed to pay 
one per cent of their annual 
turnover fer the proposed 
Centre. The latest deadline for 
clearing the dues was January 
31 and it ws reported that 177 
out of 227 pharmaceutical com- 
panies in the .ountry have so 
far paid Rs 9° lakh towards 
DRC ftunds Apart from the 
“drastic acnion” expected 
against the defaulting 50 com. 
panies, the Ministry is also 
planning to check the accounts 
of all the companies This 
seems to Nave become neces 
sary Decause the share paid so 
tar is iess than the amount ex 
pected from the 17> companies 


irrespective of how fruitful the 
Ministry of Health's campaign 
to Movi.ise sulficent funds tor 
the estaDishment of the Na 
ronal Drua Research Centre 
will be. the realisation (hut we 
GO not Nave 4 proper drug re 
search institution and are ais 
not vikely tu have une Wm the 


“Pharmaceuticals” ] 


near future is in itself very dis 
turbing. There has also been a 
serious lack of research 
facilites un allied tields. It is 
the result of such foundational 
weaknesses that we have not 
been able to develop an ade. 
quate indigenous pharmaceut 


cal manufacturing capacity 
This has left us virtuaily a cap 
tive market of the muiltina- 
tional pharmaceutical com. 
panies. Obviously, research di- 
rected towards promoting indi. 
genous production of a wide 
range of medicines will contri- 
bute to the goal of self. 
sufficiency in this field One 
would also expect the Govern- 
ment to provide funds from its 
own resources and not depend 
entirely on contributions trom 
the pharmaceutical companies 
and assistance from WHO, 
which, too, has been sought 


The National Drug Research 
centre should, in fact. be part 
ot a well devised plan to build a 
medical care system geared to 
our specific needs and 
potential 
As it us, about twenty mult: 
nanionals have been able to 
dominate the scene s suftoca. 
tinaly that the basic national 
Grug Manufacturing capacity 
has remained criticallv under 
developed. This is not in our na 
tiogal interest We have had x 


Casions to express our reser a 
tions about giving a free rein to 
the multinationais whose op- 
erations are based on factors 
and considerations that have 
little to do with this countrv’s 
basic needs and interests in the 
drug manufacturing sector 
The drug scene was brought 
into focus recently because of 
the increase in prices of essen- 
tial and common drugs by trom 
20 to 50 per cent. This was at. 
tributed to depreciation in the 
value of our currency and the 
import surcharge. But an un. 
sive study of the priing 
policies of the multinationals 
would also bring out their lack 
of interest in the manutature 
ot basa drugs and raw mate 
rials in the country Through 
bulk umport of basic and sem, 
processed drugs from = ‘tneir 
principals, they have become a 
processing rather than a manu 
facturing industry The. nave 
also been biamed tor overpry 
ing their umports and not with 
gut reason It is obvious that 
thev would not be interested | 


promoting = the INdigeET sus 
chemical industr’ to provide 
basic drugs) of supporting ‘he 
growth of local prarmace uti 1! 
COMpanies shia fo CONT Mets 


with them intfhie Market Mui» 
Mstitulional retorms 
crete action on the part ' ‘he 
Government will De nece-surs 
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to change this situation Of wonals to devote 4 minumum search Certre wil! doubtles» be 
foremost umportance 1s acicear- level of them manufacturing a vital step. Ulumately. cond: 
cut policy whih must luydown Capacity to the production of tions must be created .n whih 
the basu objectives in the field | rugs 4S @ condition for ‘the indigenous pharmaceutical 
of Grug Manulacturing, requir Deiig allowed to carry on ther compames can hold thew own 
ina all pharmaceutual tirmsto operations im the country. in competition w:th the muiu 
conform to these. Such a policy Within such a policy trame- nationdls and Meet the great 
must also require the muluna- work the establishment of the bulk of the national! needs. 
proposed Nauonal Drug Re- 








OPERATION THEATER BUILT WITH DUBAI AID 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Feb 83 p 10 


ia e } 
, 4e@Xe | 


BAHAWALPUR, Feb ~*~ The 
Ruler of Dubs Sh Rashid Bin 
Seeed A). Maktoom. has added a bg 
operation theatre compiler to the 
BY Hospital, Bahawalpur. at an 
expenditure of Rs 4° crore Hus 
son. who is also the Finance Mins 
rer ot Unaswed Arab Emuretes, 
Sheike® Humdan bin Ravhid Ai. 
Maktoom. handed over the Comp 
lex to the Punjab Health Minister. 
Mr Hamud Nasu Chatha. at 4 um 
ple. Dut umpressive. ceremony at 
Bahawalpur 


The airconditioned Operates 
Theatre Compiex, whiuch « equip 
ped with modern machines and 
closed TV carcust comprnes of 
eight operation (theatres. The toun 
dation stone of the Comiex was land 
th Sheikh Rashid bin Seeed ai 
Vaktoom on Jan 11,1978 


Takine over the Complex. the 
Prowincte' Heaith Minister 


thanked the Dubai Ruler and said 
that +t exhibited hus love tor the 
oeoole of Pakistan and hus wntere-t 


im tT) en wellare 

He noted that the Lauted Arab 
E mur ates 1s an Islamac country hav 
ing viose relypous and culrural re 
lations with Pakistan He thanked 
LAE. for taking keen mterest im 
the welfare of this regaon The Op 
eration Theatre Complex will aio 
serve to train the students and 
teachers of the Quaid. 4z4m Meds 
al College 


The Minister ~aid that 
Bahawalpur has distinctive import 
ance tor its Islam character and 
this area has been the embodiment 
of .isiamax treditions and + \leues 
pyimce the d.stant past 


The Health Miniscer thanked the 
Ruler of Dubai on behaif of the 
Government of Pakistan and the 
Government of the Punjab and the 
people of Pakistan and Bahawalpur 
tor his generous aesture and tor the 
Partnipernon otf Sherkkh Hamdan 
bin Rashid a] Mentoum in the 
ceremon, —PPi 


PAKISTAN 








PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


NEW HOSPITALS TO OPEN--Four new hospitals, being built in Lyari, Korangi, 
Saudabad and Orangi, would start functioning from June next, Provincial 
Health and Information Minister Syed Ahad Yusuf said yesterday. Speaking at 
a function held at Liaquatabad, he said health facilities would improve in 
Karachi when the new hospitals started working. He said the people of 
Liaquatabad had always raised their voice for truth and taken a leading part 
in the Nizam-i-Mustafa Movement. He urged the people to beware of those who 
were creating hindrances in the way of Islamisation. Speaking on the occa- 
sion, Hafiz Mohammad Taqi, Secretary-General, Tehrik-i-Istikam-i-Pakistan 
and member of the Federal Council, called for more such facilities for the 
people of Liaquatabad.--APP [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 5 Feb 83 p 8} 
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PURPOSE, IMPORTANCE OF SURVEILLANCE POINTS DISCUSSED 
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Beijing ZONGHUA LIUXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE 


Chinese Vol 3 No 5, Ict 82 pp 257-260 


ticle by Du Shaovong [2659 4801 7167] and He Guanging [0149 6034 3237] of 
-Province-City Disease Surveillance Cooperative Group: "Preliminary Report 
of Establishing a Long-Standing Surveillance Point for Diseases” ] 

Text For the purpose of implementing the stipulation of Article No 6 of the 
1978 regulation for medical development of the State, “comprehensive investiga- 
tion and long-term observation of the principle of distribution, influential 
factors, and prophylactic measures of major diseases in key areas of the coun- 
trv’ and of assisting ti Ministry of Public Health to carry out the four tasks 


swe 
f surveillance, monitor, research, and training as stipulated in the "National 
Regulations Regarding the Work of Public Health and Epidemic Prevention Stations’ 
ind perform them in a higher scientific standard, the Office of Epidemiology of 


the Research Institute of Epidemiology Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, with 
the guidance and support of the Academy and the Institute, took the lead in 1980 
to cooperate with the Public Health and Epidemic Prevention Stations of 13 pro- 


ind cities to establish jointly 30 long-term disease surveillance points 


» Beet cs 


in cities and rural areas. 
Ibiect e and ignificance 
here are tw itegories of work in disease control: One is the strategy and 
me a2Sure : 11 sease ontrol and the other is disease surveillance. Disease sur- 
eillance means t bserve the distribution and movement of diseases in one 
locality and other places and to provide continuous scientific data to forn 
the basis for tormulating and revising the strategy a°d measure for preventing 
ull tvpee of diseases. Systematic surveillance of d.seases began in the 1950's 
in th nited States with respect to poliomvelitis, intluenza, hepatitis, et 
The problem of international and national surv-illance was discussed at the 
st world Public Health Conference in 1968 and it was recognized that the sur- 
eillance f ntagitous diseases is a study of the total mechanism and momentum 
f outbreaks and prevalence of contagious diseases. The World Health Organiza- 
tion supported som ountries and regions to establish disease surveiliance 
enters and examingst ion enters to carry out the systematic monitoring of dis- 
ease. The realm of surveillance was also expanded from infectious diseases to 
minfectious diseases.» Although various levels of public health and epide- 


" . i4 « - . is. 7? . ory } 
' r revent i ’ st af j ns eer \ hina had carried but some Gisease Surve Li Lance we re 








in the past, the work has not been systematic. After the subject was proposed, 
the problem was to make up the deficiency of the past in terms of long-range 
and systematic surveillance of diseases so as to proceed with scientific eval- 


uation. 


Although disease surveillance work is very important, there is yet no sufti- 
cient condition to develop it nationwide. It is, therefore, necessary to begin 
with test points and with legally defined contagious diseases, to gather, 
arrange, and analyze the epidemic momentum and factors and to evaluate the re- 
sults of prevention before gradually extending it to other health endangering 
diseases. With each surveillance point, there may also be long-range compre- 
hensive epidemiological studies on the mutual influences among the various 
diseases and tactors. This type of long-range comprehensive study may become 
an imporrant direction of future development of epidemiological research. From 
these surveillance points, the scientific standard of epidemic prevention may 
become an important direction of future development of epidemiological research. 
From these surveillance points, the scientific standard of epidemic prevention 
may be gradually extended to a county, a city, and even the entire county 
enabling it to be modernized. Through discussion and cooperation, the various 
surveillance points may formulate unified survey designs to launch some impor- 
tunt epidemiological studies of all the surveillance points or still greater 
areas. These surveillance points are themselves experimental points. It is 
also possible to establish experimental and control areas with each point to 
make them meaningful control areas or reference areas for the study of subjects 
requiring a larger realm of observation. Meanwhile, these surveillance points 
will also serve as demonstration points for improving the quality of the dis- 


ease control work. 
rocess of Establishing Surveillance Points 


of Epidemiology of Research Institute of Epidemiology Chinese Academy 
of Medical Sciences proposed in 1978 the establishment of long-term disease 
surveillance points and obtained the support of the leadership of all levels. 
In 1979, the tirst test point was set up in the Dongcheng district of Beijing 
City ‘ollect data on the district and to proceed with long-range observa- 
tion ot its nearly 100,000 inhabitants. Within this large point, two small ob- 
ints centering around two hospitals were used as health-protection 
more intensive surveillance and to obtain some first hand typical 
In late 1979, the experience of establishing the Dongchenging 
surveillance Point was introduced at the National Society of Epidemiology Con- 
ference and the National Symposium of Public Health and Epidemic Prevention 
Work. Negotiations with some provincial and municipal epidemic prevention sta- 
followed to solicit opinions and to ask for voluntary request for con- 
sideration of becoming a point. The epidemic prevention stations of 15 pro- 
vinces and cities willingly registered. Early in 1980, we proposed a draft 
Slan for the development of long-range disease surveillance and research to 
explain, in some detail, the objective, the scope, the target, and the require- 
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Afterwards, a 15 province cities disease surveillance conference was held to 
discuss the plan, which was later approved by the Ministry of Public Health and 
dispatched to the various provinces and cities. These provinces and cities made 
selection of one or more cities and rural villages to form the surveillance 
point, on the basis of local characteristics. The population of an urban point 
was generally about 100,000 and an area of all types of inhabitants is usually 
chosen. -ither a county or a commune with more than 100,000 inhabitants was 
used as a unit for choosing rural points. Moreover, areas of such minority 
nationalities as Tong and Meng were also taken into consideration. By early 
1981, aside trom Gansu and Fujian where no point was chosen because of diffi- 
culties, surveillance points were basically established in the remaining 13 


provinces anc cities. 


The standard tor the establishment of a surveillance point is as follows: 

(1) The surveillance work is included in the daily agenda of the local public 
health cepartment; (2) The surveillance point and its scope have been deter- 
mined; 3) Special persons or person (full cr part time) are assigned to be 
responsible tor this work; (4) The system and method of records keeping, sta- 
tistics, and information gathering are established; (5) The surveillance work 
has been preliminarily launched. The provinces and cities where surveillance 
points hive been established include Beijing, Tianjin, Nei Meng, Liaoning, Jilin, 
Heilonzjiang, Jiangsu, Shandong, Hubei, Guangdong, Guangxi, Sichuan, and Yunnan 
(in accordance with the sequential order of the regulated standard of the State 
council) provinces, cities, or autonomous regions, to total 14 urban points 

and 16 rural points, to involve a total population of 3,461,209 persons. 


, , 
(Table 1!) 
Contents oft 1]980 Surveillance 


in 1980 was primarily to establish the surveillance points and to be- 
gin the surveillance of legally defined contagious diseases. The contents 


* 


were as lows: 

[ tunlishing and Perfecting a System of Reporting Epidemics: A card file 
was estabiished in every surveillance point to keep reports of epidemics. In 
ll urban ana rural points an epidemic registration book system was also intro- 
luced and . the basis of needs of certain diseases, a system of visiting the 
tamilyv o: the sick and keeping a record of the visit by the local medical staff 
was also established. In the epidemic record tile, it was required to enter 
the age, ° ex, and the occupation of the patient, and as much as possible 
the correct diagnosis. When conditions permitted, some units also began to 


oroceed with chemical examinations. In 1980, Daowai point of Harbin, Gulou 
yoint of Nanting, Hui Nationality point of Nei Meng, Yuexiu point of Guangdong, 


Tiangmen City voint, Dongcheng point of Beijing, North District point of Qing- 
i itv were the urban surveillance points and Xinchengzi point of Shenvang, 

Von ga yunty point of Jilin, Jinghai County point of Tianjin, Jinhu County 
yoint of Jiangsu, and Mouping County point and Jining County point of Shandong 


the rural surveillance points keeping records of chemical analvses results. 


‘ted Epidemics: Incidence of outbreaks is an important 
idex for Nytoriny the momentum and trend of diseases and is also indispens- 


] T iah 


able tor assessing the result f prevention and control. The reliadility 








and comparability of the calculated incidence for different periods and differ- 
ent places depend upon the uniformity of the diagnostic standards of the vari- 
ous times and places and the completeness of the cases reported. 


There are two kinds of missing reports for the survey: Missing reports of 
hospitals and missing reports of inhabitants. From the ~.ssing reports sur- 
veys, a rate of missing reports may be calculated to correct the reported in- 
cidence so that it may correctly reflect the actual level of outbreak in a 
given place at a given time. 


In the past, in various places of China, the incidence of diseases calculated 
from reports of epidemics were seldom corrected with a rate of missing reports; 
therefore, it is not suitable as a scientific basis for serious analysis. In 
order to overcome this shortcoming, all the surveillance points were required 
in 1980 to carry out missing report surveys when they made reports of epidemics. 
The 12 points of the 8 provinces and cities of Jiangsu, Shandong, Sichuan, 
Jilin, Beijing, Nei Meng, Liaoning, and Tianjin performed the missing report 
survey work for 1l infectious diseases of dysentery, hepatitis, measles, scar- 
let tever, etc. The rate of missing reports totaled 29.14 percent: 68.C2 per- 
cent for rural villages and 26.05 for cities. The four points in Jiangsu, 
Sichuan, and Jilin Provinces were the only ones where surveys of inhabitants' 
missing reports were carried out. 


III. Registration and Survey of Epidemic Outbreaks: Epidemic outbreaks (not 
limiting to legally defined infectious diseases) form an important index to mea- 
sure disease epidemics of an area and the quality of preventive and control 
methods. In 1980, all surveillance points were required to perform this work. 
Not only that outbreaks within the surveillance point must be reported, all 
outbreaks of the province or city should also be reported as much as possible. 
According to incomplete statistics of the data of some areas of the 8 provinces 
and cities of Jiangsu, Liaoning, Shandong, Guangxi, Nei Meng, Jilin, Beijing, 
and Tianjin, there were 96 outbreaks, totaling 109,198 cases; of these 41 out- 
breaks were food poisoning, amounting to 43 percent of the total. 


IV. Registration of Deaths: In 1980, 17 urban and rural surveillance points 
carried out the work of death reports and analyses of causes. 


Vaccination Record Svstem: In 1980, all the surveillance points basically 
performed this item. 


V Establishing a Prophylactic Inoculation Card File and Prophylactic 


Vi. Surveillance of Immunization Level of Inhabitants: In 1980, the work was 
mainly limited to determining the immune levels of diphtheria and measles of 
inhabitants. About 100 persons of the three age-groups of 2-3, 6-7, and 14-15 


were tested. This item was pertormed in 6 urban points and 6 rural points. 


In a word, the program in 1980 was mainly establishing surveillance points 
throughout the country. Although 30 urban and rural points were established 
in 1980, the speed and the depth of performance of these points were estab- 
lished in 19 the speed and che depth of performance of these points were 


aa . 


very uneven because of the difference in foundation and condition of the public 











health units in various places and the difference in understanding disease 
surveillance of the medical staff and leadership. The contents and results 
of the program in 1980 are detailed in another paper entitled "1980 Report of 
Surveillance of Infectious Diseases."? 


1981 Work Plan 


A l6-rrovinces-and-Cities (Hebei Province actively chose to participate) 
Surveillance Points Disease Surveillance Conference was called by the Bureau 
of Epidemic Prevention of Ministry of Public Health and held in Beijing on 
16-25 March 1981. It was mainly for summarizing the progress of the disease 
surveillance work in 1980 and formulating the 1981 disease surveillance and 
research plan and its related methods and standards. 


The 1981 work emphasizes mainly stabilizing the surveillance points established 
in 1980 md improving them. On this foundation and on the basis of conditions 
of the various places, the scope of surveillance is to be expanded in keeping 
with the capability. The program is to include the following three aspects: 

I. Stabilizing the 1980 Surveillance Work of 1980: The major contents are: 
(1) The surveillance points established in 1980 should, in 1981, perfect the 
svstem of registration and statistics still further. Using a unified format, 
six registers of birth, death, infectious diseases, condition of outbreak, 
prophylactic inoculation, and abnormal reaction of prophylactic inoculation, 


should be established. 


In gradual steps, a system should be established for the collection, preserva- 
tion, analysis, and publication of basic public health data. The Ministry of 
Public Health has approved six types of annals to be maintained as records by 
the National Bureau ot Statistics. 


2) Beginning in 1981, the various surveillance points should proceed with 
missing report survevs of inhabitants and formulate methods of carrving out 


_ 
SUC.) suUrVel..anee. 


registration and analysis of cause of death: The surveillance points 


’ i 
will be recuired to make surveys of missing reports of death, verify the cause 
feath, and specity the unit and subunit where the diagnosis is made. 
[I)  Laun che management of registration of the chronically ill: In 1981, 
this work of the surveillance points will still mainly be limited to the 24 
legally defined infectious diseases and epidemic outbreaks. On this basis, the 


management of registration of chronic diseases wil! be gradually developed tirst 


t hroni epatitis and chronic dysentery in regions or units where the condi- 
tions permit to look for methods of managing the following: 

l) legister change t these chronic diseases in tables. 

. Stad1 18) AMNGAVG il case histories. 


‘Llow-up visits every half or 1] year to console, to update the 
up re rds, t rovide guidance for recuperation and care measures, and 


itment according to the specific condition of the locality. 











(4) Make a summarization at the end of every year. 


(III) Launch special subject research. The principle for proposing the spe- 


cial subjects is: 


(1) Consider the neecs of current work of epidemic prevention, and choose a 
subject that can be carried out by all surveillance points or the majority of 


them. 


(2) As much as possible the research subject should be linked with the daily 
prophylactic work to improve the quality. 


(3) Problems should be resolved in conjunction with the prophylactic work but 
consideration should also be given to the problems of current concern among 


the medical researchers. 
The following two subjects of research are proposed for 1981: 


(l) Research on the incidence and distribution of aftereffects of poliomyelitis: 
This is a study of current conditions. Through a study of the current incidence 
of attereffects (the irreversible ones) the incidence of aftereffects before and 
after the application of polio-vaccine may be understood for evaluating the ef- 
fects of the vaccine. 


(2) Research on the transformation of viral hepatitis: This is progressive 
research. Through long-term observation, the frequency of transference from 
acute hepatitis to chronic hepatitis may be understood and the relationship 


among chronic hepatitis, sclerosis of the liver, and liver cancer may be in- 


oe 


a ce invae ! 
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Based upon the aforementioned plan, 30 urban and rural surveillance points per- 
formed a great deal of work in 1981, and the work was generally improved to 

e better results. The population brought under surveillance in 1961 

i more than 4 miilion; 17 types of infectious diseases were reported; 

f the most numerous reported cases were dysentery and hepatitis. 
illion urban and rural inhabitants, the condition of missing re- 
major infectious diseases were surveyed to produce a rate of miss- 
reports of 31.22 percent in rural villages and 37.72 percent in cities. 

nd diphtheria serum antibody determination was carried out among 

8,794 urban and rural inhabitants; the total serum measles antibody positive 
was found to be 84.68 percent, and 71.56 percent for diphtheria, demon- 
there are a definite number of measles and diphtheria sensitive 
This is perhaps the reason for the frequent localized outbreaks 


rate 
strating that 
inhabitants. 
t these 2 diseases. 


4) 


ifteretfects of poliomvelitis were surveyed among 3,521,373 
persons under 30 years of age in 1981 to disclose 4,241 persons suffering from 
90lio-afteretfects, an incidence of 1.20 percent. Of these cases of afteref- 
fects, 98 percent had not been vaccinated, had not completed the vaccination 
procedure or had an uncertain history of vaccination, illustrating that the 
major reason is not having been vaccinated for poliomvelitis. (The above con- 


\ survey : irrent 


tents of work will be included ina special subject report.) 





Judging from the work of the past 2 years, as disease surveillance continues 
uninterrupted to carry out advanced observation and long-term accumulation of 
scientific data, scientific bases may be provided for investigating the occur- 
rence, development, and pathogenesis of diseases and to formulate strategies 
for their control. 


(IV) Existing problems and methods of resolving them are discussed in the 
paper, "Disease Surveillance” in ZHONGHUA LIUXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI No 3, 1981 
p 212. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SALMONELLA, ENVIRONMENT DISCUSSED 


Beijing ZONGHUA LIUXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY] in 
Chinese Vol 3 No 5, Oct 82 pp 291-293 


{Article by Luo Xingzu [5012 5281 4371] and Wan Lubo [8001 4845 3134!) of Beijing 
City Xicheng District Public Health and Epidemic Prevention Station: "Type Dis- 
tribution of 1,651 Strains of Salmonella and Analysis of Environmental Pollution 
Versus Occurrence of Salmonellosis Among Human Population"] 


[Text] For the purpose of promoting and emphasizing wastewater management in 
public health and epidemic prevention work, the authors proceeded to carry out 
tests to determine the epidemiological relationship between environmental pol- 
lution and human infection, from August 1975 to November 1980. The following 
is a report of the study: 


Sources of Specimens 


l. Wastewater: Wastewater of 4 fixed observation points and the wastewater of 
some hospitals in the Xicheng District. 


2. Vegetables: Obtained from producers and markets supplying Xicheng District. 


3. Flies: Obtained from the 6 environments of vegetable markets, restaurants, 
pig sties, hospitals, flower petals, and residential areas. 


4. Humans: Mainly feces of healthy persons and some patients of chronic and 
acute diarrhea. 


Results 


A total ot 679 specimens of wastewater were examined to produce 588 positive 
specimens, a positive rate of 86.6 percent: 274 specimens of radish to produce 
114 positive specimens, a 41.6 percent positive rate; 167 specimens of cucumber, 
12 positive specimens, a 7.8 percent positive rate; 157 specimens of tomato, 
nly 1 posivcive specimen, a 0.6 percent positive rate. Extracorporal germ- 
carrying condition of 50 fly specimens was also examined to produce only 3 
positive specimens, a positive rate of 6 percent. 


During this period, 252 strains of Salmonella were also isolated from humans; 
f these 53 strains were isolated from diarrhea patients of the outpatient 
departments of intestinal diseases. 








Judging from the distribution of the types, the S. derby types rated the high- 
est among all 42 types; S. meleagridis was the second and S. typhimurium var. 
copenhagen the third. The remaining types of Salmonella were in the following 
sequence: S. agona, S. cambridge, S. anatum, S. london, S. typhi, S. paratyphi 
B, S. paratyphi B var. odense (see attached table). 


Of the 42 types, the following 8 types were first reported in China or had 
never been reported: 


1. S. eastbourne; 2. S. adelaide: 3. S. chailey; 4. S. agona; 5. S. ituri; 
6. S. casablanca; 7. S. stratford; 8. S. wandsworth. 

Of the above 8 types, Nos 1-5 have been introduced by Wang Desheng [3769 1795 
3932}*; the No 8 has been reported by the authors of this paper’; Nos 6 and 7 
have not been reported in China. 


Discussion 


Judging trom the Salmonella distribution condition of the different specimens 
and its relationship among groups of people: Of the 42 types, 39 types were 
found in wastewater; 27 types from humans; and 24 types from vegetables. There 
were 2' types common in humans and vegetables; 21 types common in humans, 
wastewater and vegetables. The strains of the types common in all three kinds 
of specimens (171 strains) i.e., S. typhi and S. paratyphi B, amounted to 10.3 
percent of the total number of strains obtained. In order to investigate the 
epidemiological relationship between hospital wastewater and human infection 
further, intestinal pathogen determination was carried out of the wastewater of 
the 15 hospitals of the district in September 1979. Results revealed that the 
Salmonella positive rate of those hospitals having in-hospital beds was as high 
as 95 percent while the positive rate of hospitals with no in-hospital units 
was only 40 percent and the number of strains was fewer also, only about one- 
seventh of the number of the former hospitals. Humans are the only host of 
S. typhi; therefore, the wastewater must be infected by the S. typhi of humans. 
The humans infect the wastewater; the wastewater in turn infects the vegetables; 
when the humans eat the vegetables they are again infected by them. When 
radishes, etc. are in season, cases of intestinal infectious diseases such as 
tvphoid often increase. Strains of the types that ranked the third among the 
number of strains isolated this time, namely S. typhimurium and its variety 
copenhagen, amounted to 8.4 percent (totaling 140 strains). They were not only 
commun pathogens of food poisoning; in recent years, there also had been local- 
ized epidemics of these among hospitalized infants of some hospitals seriously 
endangering the sick. Moreover, many types of Salmonella can cause food poison- 
ing, for example, S. derby, S. london, S. bovis morbificans, S. anatum, 
newport, and S. meleagridis. These are common pathogens of food poisoning 
among the Salmonella system; therefore, their epidemiological significance 
should not be igrored. With regard to the other Salmonellae, during the etio- 


logical survey of 610 cases of diarrhea patients carried out by the authors in 
1978-79, it was discovered that 24 cases of the 91 positive cases were ot 
Salmonella intection (4.26 percent of the total cases examined). The Salmonella 


types found were: 5S. typhimurium, S. derby, S. thompson, S. infantis, S. man- 
hattan, S. meleagridis, S. london, and S. anatum. These facts proved the epi- 
lemiological significance of these types among diarrhea patients. Cases of 
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human Salmonella infection increase due to severe pollution of food and the 
environment; therefore, a great deal of attention should be given to the ex- 
tremely close relationship of humans, food and the environment. 
(For the surve,, Ju Zhongming [2763 0022 2494] and Li Youzhen [2621 0147 3791] 
performed a great deal of work in collecting wastewater and vegetable specimens. 
The authors hereby express their thanks.) 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


DISTRIBUTION, CONTROL OF AEDES AEGYPTI 


Beijing ZHONGHUA LIUXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY] in Chinese 
Vol b) ~O 6, Dec 82 pp 354-356 


Article by the Coordinating Group on the Studies of A. albopictus and A. aegvpti 
and Their Control: "Distribution of Aedes aegypti in China and Its Comprehensive 


se” 


| 
Control j 


Text, Aedes aegypti is the major vector of dengue fever, kenya fever and urban 
vellow rfever. It is one of the most dangerous mosquitoes commonly recognized in 
the world. In 1981, there were epidemics of dengue fever on Hainan Island and 


regions along the continental coast. They were transmitted mainly bv A. aegypti. 
larification of the geographical distribution of A. aegypti in China and 
experiences in its control have practical significance in promoting the prevention 
control of dengue fever; therefore, from the summer of 1980 to the summer of 
1, the member organizations of the Coordinating Group, Cuangdong Provincial 
Epidemic Prevention Station, Guangxi Zhuang Nationality Autonomous Research 
Institute ot Prevention and Control of Parasitism and Epidemic Prevention Station, 
Militarv Academy of Medical Sciences, Militarv Research Institutes of Medicine of 
suangznou and Fuzhou Military Districts, organized, individually or jointly, 
survey teams and control teams to proceed with extensive surveys of the ccastal 
Villages and towns from Fuzhou, Fujian to Dongxing, Guangxi and Hainan Island, 
n cooperation with the related prefecture and county public health and epidemic 
Yrevention stations in Guangdong and Guangxi. Programs of on-site research on 


trolling \. aegypti were also carried out during dengue fever epidemics i 


1980 in a natural village in Ya County, Hainan Island and in the summer of 1981 
in the Oisha Township of Fangcheng, Guangxi. This paper reports the results 


f survevs and studies of these 2 vears. 


istribution of A. aegvpti in China 


4 5 © 5 a ‘4 


Liberation, there was a comprehensive report bv Feng Lanzhou 
ie distribution of A. aegypti on Hainan Island, Hong Kony, Jiulong 
ind Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, Xiamen, Fujian Province and Shanghai Ci 

including Taiwan). The report is not entirely reliable, however. Af 
iberation, Zhang Benhua [1728 2609 5478] and the Militarv Academy o 


‘ arried out some surveys and gathered some specimens in the Leizhou 


t Medica! 


; 








re 


l9/~, when the Military Academy of Medical Sciences inc Guangxi 
itv Autonomous Region Research Institute of Parasites‘~’ were 
urvey in the Beibuwan Pretecture of Guangxi, thev discovered that 
on indices of A. aegypti of Waisha and Dijue of Beihai were as 
nd 73.3 percent, but they did not conduct a systematic claritfica- 
ject. 
S¢ ears, basically clarified the distribution of A. aegypti 
in Province was not surveved). 
tembe r-October 1980, Fuzhou City, Zhangzhou City, Dongshan Island, 
, villages and towns of Xiamen City were surveved but the distribu- 
t fas not cASC vered. 
l9sl, Cine i, Nanao, Chaovang, Lufeng, Haifen; f Shantou 
iva of Huivang Prefecture, Zhuhai and Taishan of Fushan Prefecture, 
ial, Zhanjiang, Xuwen and Haixang of Zhanjiang Prefecture were 
iding the vastal villages, towns and offshore islands. A. aegypti 
in iaanjiang Prefecture onlv. The concrete distribution points 
nd » of Yangjiang County; Bohe of Dianbai Countv; Naozhou Island 
intv; wailuo, Oianshan, Chengnan, Chengbei, Haian, Maichen and 
County; Jishui, Wushi and Liusha of Haikang County. The larva 
5 these points were tested. The index of Chengnan Commune of 
is nd to be the highest, at 140. (Table 1) Survey results of 
indicate that A. aegypti is extensively distributed in the coastal 
wi iy tie ancient volcano zone of the northern part. Thev are 
’ astal counties, the 5 counties inland, and the 2 counties 
an. \. aegypti is distributed mostlv in areas iess than 
sea; in the volcano zone, it is distributed 40 km inland. 
asta. wes and towns of Hepu, Beihai, Qinzhou and Fangcheng 
In 2 vears, eight villages and towns, Shatian oft Hepu iInty; 
C¢ i, Nanwan and Huizhou Island of Beihai County; Xiniujue { 
sia ut wong. The propagation density was the ighest in 
en mtv, with a Buleitu index of 14 (Tables de 
istr it 1 of A. aegypti in China is general to the south of 
tens i , n tne oastal region and the northern lcanic mountains 
l. im the astal region of the continent, it is discovered in 
ture, agdong Province and the coastal region of the rt dav 
1. aes C1 
it er on Hainan Island and the coast resi s of Cuangdon; 
, ‘ used the varicus regions ¢t i itter T t thre mtrol 
rs adopted some mprehensive measure t the 
tained Sue esstu result ° ‘ ce ? ‘ \* int 
: measures of A. ae pti wer irir “art ver 
re t A. aegypti ntr g t 
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aS to prevent A. aegypti trom multiplvinge. In villages and towns of more chan 
¢ iseho.ds, there were 2.3 such water jars per nouseholcd. In late ine, a 
»uUTvVe Ccisciosec Tie HDuleltu ingex Co de YO.,<--. The tish were lace in tne 
tanks, toward the enc of June and in early Julv, more fingerlings were added. 


. 


° - . - -~- i? a ~ 7 ~ : } ° - 4 . 2 ~ — ; — ‘ . 
| e_ti.orms Ll Mic-Juav Gisciaosed tnat the Buleitu index nac ar ec ada’ 


-_** = “< .c ~~ je Ds C :¢ . ae 4 G of August, a Cotai Oo! «42 iin P L.aris Tus< Is “a> 


sSCu Su | Ui & schiie 

\ccording to the experience of Qisha, if this scheme is to be successful, the 
rCllowine two items must be performed so as to cause the larva propayation 
densit to dr sti urther. 

; g tish should be used. The Claris fuscus finverlings on the market are 
ften daraged; theretore, before they are placed in the tanks, thev should be 
raised tor awnile to pick out the healthy and strong ones to be raised in these 
Canks. (. the tish die and attention is not given to taking them out on time, 
t . © tank of water will tum fou! smelling. This is why the inhabitants 

t Laces wiere water is hard to obtain are unwilling to raise this svecies ot 
fisn. Aside trom doing a good ideological job, other species of smail fish with 
scales and having a strong seafood odor mav be used. In Visha, Tilapia nilotica 


mor than | f ther and Gambusia affinis (more than 100 of ther) were tried. 
frect of Tila nilotica was generally good. With Gambusia a!ttinis, some 


c ‘ ~~ & . . ‘ ‘ 
, he - le: a o} ; , *) i «3 b { : 
yveTe : iT transport and they were easily picked out when the inhabitants 
eCcilec Cer trom tie Cannas; Cheretore, the expected effect was not obtained. 


Te 3 | r wanda to mobilize the inhabitants to pav attention to 


. wat ‘ . 
the nero] \. le oti so that thev will be closely coordinated to perform 
t biowdaxy tt ‘he first is to raise the fish well, the water tanks 
iretul] ered to prevent the fish from ieaping out. when there 
it rvae in the tank, some grains of rice should be thrown in t feed the 
. st id is ¢ “ash the tank and change tune water even t > davs when 
Chew Tre no fish. Secause there had never been an epidemic of dengue fever 
Lf i i w ip, the inhabitants often did not enphasize this job. ror 
TMAaGG at : ul C the middle of August, the Buleitu index of larvae propaga- 
tion staved e 10, \iter strengthening the organization anc leadership, and 
fFeveated propaganda, t: obilize and to persuade, bv late August, the Buleitu 
‘ id ct ed t elow 10 (Table 4). 
‘ strates tiat during an epidemic, combining vemical and environ- 
Shee CY Ti sires and in normal times, combining biclogical and environ- 
ant nty ‘ if for omprehensive ontrol of A. aeyvpti are >fective, 
rene ‘ ndition of China. je Key fo succe I ‘ailure 
: t « Che {lization and organization * the ji itants. 
FOOTNOTES 
° . Caf i ° sll, Ni Le, 19 48 sry 164, Fah. 
an i f toe in ' ina” eam, langweRs ua 
“ati er Re . Mosquit< survey ine PVE. fo oA. 7 
? ! | ianyxXl Fie (NOt ) re ° 











PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


ARTICLE REPORTS ON FLY MAGGOT INFESTATION, CAUSES 


Beijing ZHONGHUA LIUXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY] in Chinese 
Vol 3 No 0, Dec 82 pp 357-360 


Article by Liu Deshan [0491 1795 1472], He Dingjiang [0149 1353 3068], 
fang Zhipeng (1730 1807 7720] and Wang Hua [3769 5478] of Parasitology Teaching 
ind Research Office, Lanzhou College of Medicine] 


Text For |/2 years, from early 1978 to the middle of 1981, the authors took 
inuous survey of flv maggot infestation and its causative flies in several 
regions of the northwest, along the segment of the ancient silk road from Xinjiang 
to Gansu. In China, fly maggot infestation is common. It not only causes economic 
losses in animal husbandry and endangers human beings, it also had military 
signiticance in ancient times. In “Shengwu Ji" (1842) written bv Wei Yuan 

|-614 3293) of the Qing Dynasty, it is reported in the appendix "Saibei Jicheng" 


a con 


tf the volume "Kangxi Oingzheng Zhunger Ji" (Vol 3 p 39) that "...there are 
small tlies, the size of an ink spot, stealthilv entering one's eye, followed 


i small maggot falling into the eye. The maggot instantly grows to 4-5 fen. 


(tf mot treated, the eve will become blind. The method of treatment is to broil 
i piece ot tton and cover the eye with it. All the maggots will come out of 
n a little while and the eye will see again. This is why ail those 
who walk cover their eves with a piece of gauze to keep the fly out.” In 
"Ninjiang Jilue” (Chun Yuan, Vol 71, 1777) it is reported that "...the numerous 


o 
® 
< 
, 


wiite tlies are also very dangerous. They flv onto and touch the corner of the 
nimais and men to deposit maggots and fly away aguin. The maggots 
would not me out unless some stickv resin is used to remove them, therefore the 


troops were moved to Chuhuchu.™" These records testifv to the fly calamity of that 


i matter of fact, the danger of flv-maggot disease has continued to this dav 


--* 
nas become a special calamity of the northwest pastoral regions. On a summer 
lav, it one is deep in a pastoral area, the first things one encounters are flies 
ill sorts, attacking one’s head and face. Thev include a large quantity of 


Lies iusing facultative maggot diseases and semi-household and household flies. 


ese Mageot infestation causing flies and hausehold flies cause the death of 
nimals and loss in production of milk, meat, hide and fur. Thev are also the 


rt r tne extraordinarilv high incidence of it.tectious diseases o 
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facultative tiv-maggots, Mainiv genera Of green flies, nouselt.iiles, 


flies, barnyard tlies aad botflies. These tlies can lav eggs, lav 


lick anc eat the wounds and drop excrement on them. The authors 
an who had been paralyzed for a long time, there were many flv- 
ier bedsores, spreading even into the vagina. The maggots were 


my 


ad to be larvae of green flies. 


e Gastrointestinal Tract: There have been 
about 15 cases in China. Of these, three were caused by larvae 


intestinal tlies and the remaining cases belonged to accidental 


». ane authors encountered one such case, the condition of it is as 


im acult ma.e, was a physician of Dunhuang County Hospital. He was 


‘rom loss of uppetite, abdominal pain, diarrhea, and expelled 


> through excrement. As he was a doctor himself, he proceeded to 
Larvae, which were identified to be Stage II larvae of botflies. 
.arvae and insects were expelled from the body, he recovered without 


eeot Infestation of the Urinary Tract and Urinary Bladder: The 
tj ase was reported by Fischer (1920) about a male gonorrhoea 
Shanghai who expelled six botflv larvae. Fly-maggot infestation of 


tract is often a complication of urinarv tract infection. The 
retion of the opening of the urinary tract attract flies to lay 


ti 
rtrant to note that larvae expellec from the urinary tract are 
—_ | t infestation. Thev are often larvae of other t es 
; tiv 1 sc of the tamilv Psvchodidae. The larvae expelled trom 
tract in twe ases seen by the authors most recently are not flv 
ist ° 
i ‘arasiti Filve-magyot Infestation of the Eve: Aside from the 
i ' flies ot Oestridae familv, larvae o! green flies and 
: een reported in the conjunctival sac of cattle, which often 
' tudiasis. This is a tvpe of nematodiasis spread hb 
ies. Nematodiasis of human eves is also caused bv tlies. In the 
‘ » the incidence of natural nematode iarvae infestation of houseflies 
. er t. 

Pestati j Maggots: ihere have been reports ct? seven such 
Crese, two are fly-maggot infestation Che car. Tne authors saw a 
7 ir=-O ° Te entiv snaKkin bis ead, examination o the 
’ ‘ td lose an ubnormality, it turned out that a dead 

i , iis ear ang SStruct¢ i? iT aul. It is not 

if ‘ wmOsti ? it ) 4 rtia f mitgi » in tne 
‘oral regions. 
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( nima, there have Deen more than 300 reported ases Of eve adlseases Causec 


In 

y tlies o: this species attacking human beings. In some areas, such as 
KRexetunai, Xinjiang, there mav be several tens of such cases every vear. The 
maggots are mostly laid on the surface of the eveball, including the conjunctiva, 
the ".val Sac, etc., but chere have been no reports of the larvae entering 
the inner eve. The symptoms involve mainly stimulated discomiort o!: the cornea 
ind conjunctiva and the pain is unbearable when the larvae crawl on the cornea. 
There are also pricking pain, congestion, running nose, etc. After the stage I 
larva is removed from the eve with a cotton tip and placed in saline water it 
will survive for about 1 week. In the coniunctiva sac, it will live tor 
LU davs or more betore it dies. 

ie pastoral region is not the only piace where flies of 0. ovis Li aeus CtacK 
luman Deings. The author saw once such case in a busv city; the case histon 
iS @€S8S [O..10WS:;: 

if MX, a3 AG it Ti. t?, wis watching a monkev snow 1n a crowd on a street corner. 
le Saw 4a Dee on Che shoulder of the person in [front ot him. Suddeniv, he telt 
something hit his eve. A minute later, he used a handkerchief and took out 
tive small white insects trom his own eve. He then went to the outpatient 

iinic where severai more larvae were taken out. These larvae were very active 
ind were itidentitied as Rhinoestrus latiformis Gan. 
[Treatment tor tlies the Familv Oestridae attacking the external eve: enerally 
in opthalmological anesthetic, such as 0.5=<2 percent decicaine solution, may be 
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r CTmMent MaIv He idministered in the eye. 


rmatCidae: The known genera and species in China are the tollowing: 


e! pode rm treille: H. bovis (L.) De Geer, H. lineatum (De Villers), 
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(ION, CONTROL OF INSECT VECTORS REVIEWED 
UXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY] in Chinese 
- 381 
in (7120 1405 7792] of Research Institute of Microbial! 
rv Academy of Medical Sciences!} 
many types are the insect vectors of human malaria; therefore, 
s an important link in the prevention and control of this 
r and colleagues have carried out large-scale studies on 
their prevention and control since the fifties and their work 
t effect on the inciden: ‘f malaria all over the countrv. To 
revention and control of vectors is stili not entirely, 
i remains a high incidence disease. Hence, a review of 
s and their prevention and control and an investigation into 
iid be beneficial for further improving malaria prevention 
ria \ectors 
4h')"s extensive surveys of natural gland infection of anopheles 
lood sucking habits, and epidemiological analvses wer 
roved. the most important gain was a revision of some past 
rification of major vector species in China so as to detine 
i. This result is significant in the prevention and control 
NnCiOnNeG periods, it has been believed that iere were more 
alaria vectors in China. Some of these, su is Anopheles 
irded as important vectors in North China were based upon 
laboratory investation onlv; others were based upon inter es 
in foreign countries, such as An. sacharovi's being considered 
Kinjiange, etc. At present, it is known that China actually 
ir ecies a important vectors. 
the maior vector in the St iins o7 | ina, ¢ ‘ iail 
ture. ihis mclusion id been reachec efore Liberation 
t revention ana ner i i wa ) 
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Problems of Inocula 


{Jing ZHONGHUA NCBINCXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY] i: 
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BRIEFS 


vA iDEMIC PNEUMONITIS--Since 19/71, epidemic pneumonitis has been 
gradual recognized as an acute childhood infectious disease of the respira- 
tor: stem. This paper is the first report of its occurrence in Hunan Pro- 
ince. une-July 1972 epidemic in some communes of Cili County involved 
4-36 percent of the children under 10 years of age. Surveys indicate that 
its incubation period is 1-6 days. The major symptoms include obstructive 
isthma, cough, tever, with headache, dizziness, and restlessness in some 

ises at minal pain and vomiting in a few cases. The fatality rate of 
this « emic is 2.8 percent. Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) is generally 
eli » here and abroad, to be the pathogen. A study in the region of Bei- 
ing ha een reported. Pathogenetic data for the epidemic reported in the 
\aper afr Not ivailable, however. [Article by Li Xinkai (7812 1800 7030] 

eijing ZHONGHUA ([UXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOCY] in 

ine se ‘ » Oct 82 pp 266-267) 6248 





BRIEFS 


MALARIA OUTBREAK POSSIBLE--The City Health office has warned residents here 
and neighboring areas against a possible outbreak of fever and malaria. 
Jovita Soloria, City Health officer, disclosed *hat at least six children 
are now confined in hospitals due to fever. Soloria urged city residents 
to observe cleanliness and sanitation in their homes to prevent the spread 
of tever. Another physician at the Northern Mindanao regional training 
! » mas expressed alarm over the fever of malaria cases 
, icio Velez said that a number of patients from the 
municipalities of Opol and Kinoguitan were confinec in the hospital due to 
ficials said that both fever and malaria can be trans- 
mitted from one person to another through mosquito bites. [Text] [Cebu City 
TISAYAN HERALD in English 1 Feb 83 p 7] 
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EENSTOwN CHOLERA OLTBREAK--\Jueenstown--Eleven people with chole 
suspected o. having the disease are in the Frontier dospital, Que 
said peopir mn the area nad again been urged not to drink water not treated 
with a s:ecial solution available from clinics. To warn people about this, 
from the air information leaflets over a 
en handed out at schools and the depart- 
r 


nent's sta’t were prepared to deal with any fresh cholera outbreak, reports 
gaia. .ext) [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Feb 83 p 3] 

NoxE . vA {THS<-l.mfata--Three deaths out of a total of 264 chelera 
asses had been ntirmec in Transkei since the beginning of the year, che di- 
ector of Health Services and assistant secretary professional, Dr G Solleder, 
nmounes esterday. Late last year--when 53 confirmed cholera cases were re- 

ted after iristmas on the Wild Coast--Dr Solleder warned holidaymakers to 

tas t oreventative measures against infection and the spread of the dis- 
eas ext esbuls iE CITIZEN in English 23 Feb 83 p 10] 
ial 2 -)urban--Cholera ha iu Se inother death in Natal and 
atl, t istern Cape. tf aas als aused the closing . 
} eae" hool. A blacK Man trom a mission area in 
ist! liecac irom th '1sease, a State Vepartment oO! Health 
St terduy. AC pres ) Nongoma High School pupils are 
t ! lera i i iwspital. ne hundred an 
t ist few weeks. iZulu last week 788 
art umalt t Nnitaland in Natal 648 new cases were reportec. 
28 pe cple have di ’§ cholera in KwaZulu and Natal. 
ZEN Na 1 19 Feb 83 p 8} 
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South Africa. In KwaZulu 1 557 people have been treated tor the cisease in 
Transcei %5 cases were reported and in KaNgwane 3U caSes Were conlirmea. ine 
spokesman said no more deaths had been reported over the past weex.--Sapa. 
[Text }{Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in cnoglish 16 Fed 83 p 3] 


NONGOMA CHOLERA OUTBREAK--The KwaZulu "“government'’ is looking into condition: 
at the Mlokothwa High School in the Nongom area where 700 students wer: 
sent home after an outbreak of cholera, \ccording to the KwaZulu Secretary 
ecretary for Fducation, Mr M. Ndlovu, 129 schoolchildren were affected by 
thwa Mr Ndicvu said nine of these students 
were still very ill. Mlokothwa High had to be closed temporarily when 
n sent home as authorities 


asa , : . 
Said tne ,overn 


3 ’ y _ > : ‘ 1 
\ ‘ ‘ 3 es | tr ‘ if Miloko 


ad 7O0O chi Ildren were 
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~holera suddenly broke wut ar 

feared that other stidents might contract the 

ment was still inspecting conditions at the school at which there wis a 
Glovu said the water shortage affected ablution and 

imictary facilities at the school which in turn caused cholera, ‘we shut 

the sc | thinking that kids might be safer at home." The KwaZulu senior 
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os 
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ry 
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ned parents to keep the children indoors and they 
should not be allowed to visit neighbours, relatives or friends, The healt! 


mutnoricles 21 it the 700 students al the Mivkolliwa schoul had been 

xposed to the cholera infection and were thus regarded as suspect cases of 

the diseas Mr N vu, in the Ministry of -ducation, said the school would 
ree i nas authorities had atisfied themselves that it would 
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/ MALARIA BRINGS NEW 


Sy Vusie Gamedze! 


at Maians Control Unit in 
Maazn Mr lvaa 
Mathabeis tok’ The Times 
im the ‘ast three years, the 
dwease has deen at it's 
worst 0 February and 
March and that in May it 
ou Deed as winter 


supposed © be ‘he me 
wheo the cases are very 
rw” sand Mr Mathabela 

in December ast year. 
cases were reported 
througheut the country 
and in December 196) 
there were only (taree 
cases. in Lecember 1980 
there were oniy eight 
cases 


Dangerous 


Vr Mathabew sa as 
be duwease as a Lacted 


-- . 
~~ * x 
> LAS 


with great force and with 
the dangerous moaths 
ahead, the Health Office 
has launched an emer. 
geacy Operation © wipe 
out the mosquites which 
carry ‘he disease. 

“I hope that the figures 
wll be low this sonth 
and Marebh if the fight 


A Health Assistant, Mr 
William Thwails, who » 
heading the team that 
destroying the mosquitoes 
sasd the most affected 
parts are Mashoben, ‘tf 
onyeni ww the Hbohbo 
district, Ngcina. Bar Jay 
2 the Lubombe Dwitrict, 
St. Phillipe and Sigrawen: 
im the Maazini district. 


“These areas have 
\bousands and (thousands 
of these dwease carrying 
mosquitoes and ihe reason 
for thus w (that the pisces 
are «0 (he lowveid and i's 
about « decace ‘thal ‘hey 
have been sprayed with 


insecicade killing chemuc 
als.” explanied Mr 
Thwals. 


insecticide 


He sa the operation 
looked as if it will be succ- 
esefu! because of the 
drought aod the mosque 
top have got 3° more 
breeding places. 

He said they are 
spraying al) bomesteads in 
the affected areae with 
D.D.T.. 75% which be said 
has been recommended by 
the World Health Organ 
‘9800. 


He sand the mecctiode 
w acuve for six months 


after spraying. Mr 
Thwais also explained 
that ummugrente§ have 


been found suffermng from 
maare because they 
escape from (thew country 
aod sivep in the veki. Asa 
revyit these disease 
carrying mosquitoes bite 
them at aught He sand 
such cases are common i 
fig Bead 
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FIVE regions — WUodumna 
Stunyvanges Miewya Kilian 
jaro anc Arusha have been 
urged tc stepup efforts w oon 


trol ch era anc ithe: 
epidemi.s 
The DLrarector of Preventive 


Services on the Ministry, of 
Hee mn Dr AY Maen. sarc 


, 
ar es Salaar n Wed 
f 
nee lay ia ae ‘ 
a'r. oes onsumMption of im 


pure water and unhytgieni 
“a interactions were the 
weeding rounds for ach 
iw sere 

Strees a hat cure't ? 
Measures would not e ‘aicate 
foliera the lirector urged 
egi ona. @uthorivves fo step uf 
per entive measures of com 

4D 4a) Oasis 

te eaid Moieré@ and othe 
epidemic could be controled 
Arooue? 1a r community 


‘ a iva 

i ary "a are@ aa *@e.. ae 
a nultieetoral epproacmh to 
he genera! heaith probleme 
} . wee om 
mening on reporte inet the 
miller ‘weaee reaurfaced in 
' eo they (wo weeks 
ad « P ’ people a’ 

Masgea Moewapea LRetrict 
4 a Wursia ine 

LL r ® atter Nea 


4 } ,* “Soeme 


other victimae were being 
\reated at Msageli health cen. 
tre and Mpwepwe District 
Hospital 

Mpwapwa Area Com. 
missioner, Ndugu MM 
Shekalagne. wold the Minister 
for Heaith, Dr Aaron Chiduo, 
on Wednesday that measures 
were being taken to contro! 
the @tsease within cre week 

The minister i touring 
Dodoma Region to wow pect 
areas hit by cholera 

Meanwhile. six people have 
died of dysentery in Chunys 
Diatrict Mbe,va Region 
SAthata said that one death 
was reported at Ifumba 
dispensary while five others 
died at home 

Chunya Area Commissoner 
Musobs Mageni said the 
iiheease surfaced at Ifumba 
Village on December 12, last 
pear, and by January 22, ome 
SY victims had been treated at 
ig vl age Giepensary 


[TANZANIA 
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UGANDA 


STRAY DOGS TO BE ELIMINATED IN ANTI-RABIES CAMPAIGN 
Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 31 Jan 83 ppl, 8 


[Article by Sam Obbo] 


[Text] All stray dogs in and around Kampala suspected to be carrying rabies 
are to be eliminated starting this week. 


The acting Commissioner of Veterinary Services and Animal Industry, Dr N.E. 
Masaba, disclosed over the weekend that the "dog bait poisoning drug” is 
* be flown from Brussels (Belgium) in a special plane to Uganda this week. 


The drug has been donated by the European Economic Community (EEC) and this 
follows fears that a rabies epidemic might break out due to increasing stray 
dog bites around the city and its suburbs. 


According to reports at least more than ten people have been eaten up and 
many others bitten by these dogs in the past few weeks. 


Dr Masaba said the authorities were highly concerned about "this fateful 
state of affairs'' and added that the Veterinary staff in conjunction with 
the Police would do their best to eliminate these dogs. 


But he cautioned that the exercise would only be executed successfully if 
the general public offered maximum cooperation. 


"Rabies is the most feared disease in the zonosis class because there is no 
known drug that can cure it once it has matured," Dr Masaba explained, 


He stressed that the public ought to offer maximum cooperation by reporting 
hideouts of these dogs. 


He advised those who have been bitten by dogs to report for immediate 
treatment, observing that if the dog had rabies the disease takes six months 
to mature and if no immediate medical treatment is given there would be 
nothing doctors can do for the victim. 


The commissioner cautioned some members of the public who have the habit 
of feeding from the dustbins to stop it because most of the rabid dogs feed 


from there, 











He noted that during a vaccination campaign carried out last year «ver 
£ 


16,000 dogs and 60 cats were "served" but the stray dogs and those from 
uncooperative owners were not. 


He added that as a result some of these dogs might have been in contact with 


a 


wild animals like jackals and foxes which usually transmit the disease. 


"But I would like to assure the public that with their cooperation we shall 
eliminate these nu.csance and dangerous dogs." 

Dr Masaba aiso warned those who Had not taken their dogs for vaccination 
to do so immediately. 


lier 


The vaccine which is free protects the dog for three years," he said. 


CSO: 53400/166 








ANTHRAX EPIDEMIC WAS ONE OF AFRICA'S WORST 


Harare THE HERALD in English 2 Feb 83 p 4 


r 


(Text) 


THE -2nthrax epidemic which swept through Zimbabwe 
between November 1978 and the end of 1981, claiming 
more than 150 lives, was one of the worst on record in 
Africa 


Anc the epidemic could have been spread by 
tabinig f.es (‘horsefiies), suggests Dr J. C A. (Tony) 
Davies in a paper in the latest issue of the Zimbabwe 
Science News. 


In another paper. published in the latest issue of 
The Centra! African Journal of Medicine, Dr Davies 
said that between 1926 and 1977 a total of 92 human 
anthrax casea were recorded in Zimbabwe, 20 of them 


fatal. 


But between January 
1979 and October 1980 
there were almose, 10 000 
cases recorded in Matabe- 
leland, Midlands and Ma- 
shonaiand alone. 151 of 
them fatal. Many more 
cases were reported be- 
fore the epidemic started 
dying out. 


The first case was re- 
cognised in Nxay' district, 
about 135 km north of 
Bulawayo. in November 
1978 Cases were confined 
to that district for eight 
months before outbreaks 
were reported in the 
neighbouring Kwekwe dis- 
trict. 


SPREAD 


Between October 1979 
and June 19%0 cases were 
reported to the west, 
north and south of Nkayt 
in Matabele.and and dur- 
ing the same period the 
Gisease aise spread 
through mest of the M.d- 
lands area The ‘cst cases 
tn Mashora anc were re- 
ported in Sentemover 1979. 


There was a huge rise 
im anthrax cases in the 
1979-80 rainy season and 
another marked rise dur- 
ing the next rains. 


In the journal, Science 
News, Dr Davies said the 
fight seasons of borse- 
flies, as studied by Dr R. 
J. Phelps and Dr G. A. 
Vale, were identica] with 
the seasonal pattern of 
anthrax. 


WATER POINTS 


These flies appear in 
large numbers in viel 
areas for short periods in 
hot wet weather and Dr 
Davies suggested that 
communal! herding around 
water points in communal 
lands could spread the 
disease 


In commercia! areas, 
cattle were Kept in pad- 
Gocks and water was 
brought to them = and 
groups of cattle were dip- 
ped separately. And cattle 
im these areas were safer 
from this epidemic than 
those ip the communal 
iands. 


ZIMBABWE 











TRAINING C 


Harare THE HERALD in English 18 Feb 83 pl 
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——_—ewe nal _ _ae sed Vv rar 
lak AT MOUNT HAMPDEN 


(Article by Caroline Allen] 


[Text } 


AN outbreak of typhoid 
has been reported to ,the 
Mashonaiand Provincial 
Medica) Officer of Health, 
Dr Tony , from the 


Mount Ham a 


Centre, 20 km 
H 


been dealt with imme 
diately because the prob- 
lem was 4etected y. 

The Department of 
Water wee had 
con pect the tare | 
centre tc uncoptamina 
Harare supply lines end 
the borehole would 80 
Jonger be used. 

About half the people 
at the training centre have 
been affected 

As the cases were diag- 
cosed they were sent to 
Harare, Wilkins, Beatrice 
Road and Parirenyatwa 
hospitals. Those at Harare 
and Parireoyatwa were 
later transferred to isola- 
tion wards at Wilkins and 
Beatrice Road 

There are believed to 
be another 10 people in 
isolation end convalescence 
a* the training centre. 
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TYPEOID 


“Typhoid is always with 
us—every month there are 
reports from over 
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squatter families next to 
the Mount Hampden Store. 
However, there appeared 
to be no cases there, ac- 
cording to the store owner 
whose facilities the peo- 
ple use 
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-ROM DROUGHT AREAS IN EAST FOUND WITH 


Ch she wEST AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Dec 82 


SIX handred sheep 
sent to WA {rom 
drought-hit farms in 
the Eastern States 
were slaughtered be- 
cause some had foot- 
rot. 


Another two sheep— 
valuabie stud rams-—- 
were found to be mild. 
ly infected. But they 
have received treat. 
ment and are being 
kept on wet bags at 
Bunoury for 3% days 
to confirm that the 
disease has been cured. 


The chief of the Agri 
cuiture Lwepartment s 
arumal health division, 
Mr J. Armstrong, said 
vesterday that the 
slaugnter decision was 


taken when seven 
sheep out of 2) exa 
rr -ed were found to 


b& infected 


“We did not count the 
res’, Dut on that Dasis 
we estimate an overall 
infection of about 20 


sneep in the 60D.” he 
aaicd 

So far 11° WO shneep 
have been brought into 
“WA from drought af 
fected areas of the 
astern “tates s.nce 
early September 


Treated 


Five other rams— 
brought to WA with 
the two now being 
treated—were given a 
preventive foot-bath at 
Kalgoorlie and re- 
leased to their owners 
under a 12-month sur- 
veillance requirement. 
Mr Armstrong said 
he was aware of some 
public concern at this 
action. 


But in special cases 
where the footrot was 
mild, the animals could 
be treated successfully. 


“It would have been 
wasteful and unneces- 
sary to siaughter these 
stud anirials,” he said. 


Two State MPs have 
accused the State Gov- 
ernment of gross irres- 
ponsibiity in allowing 
sheep affected by foot. 
rot into WA 


Mr Julian Grill ‘Lab, 
YuUgarn-Dundas' and 
Mr J. Brown ‘Lab, 
South-East Province) 
said that allowing sach 
sheep into WA jeopar 
dised the States sec. 
urity against the dis. 
ease. 


The MPs said that 
there must be some 
risk in the five rams 
carrying the disease. 

They urged the Gov 
ernment to put a com- 
plete ban on ‘he entry 
into WA of consign- 


AUSTRALIA 


ments. of sheep with 
animals imfected by 
footrot. 


The Minister for Pri. 

mary Industry, Mr 
Old, said: “We cannot 
stop sheep coming into 
the State so there 
must always be a dan- 
ger of diseases being 
imported.” 


He said he was satis- 
fied with the control 
and quarantine meas- 
ures taken to protect 
the WA sheep indus. 
try. The attack by the 
two MPs cast a siur on 
the Agriculture De 
partment. 


Efficient 


“They have proved to 
be very efficient,” he 
said 


Footrot was wide 
spread in WA in the 
1950s, particularly in 
the high-rainfall areas. 


An eradication pro 
gramme since then has 
reduced the probdiem to 
fewer than i0 farms 
being infected at any 
one time 


These are kept under 
quarantine till cleared 
rootrot can Nave a 
serious effect on stock 
if unchecked, ultimate 
ly rendering them wm. 
mobile. 











SHEEP THREATENED BY SWITCH TO LUSH 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 


r , . . : 
\Article bv Paul Lynch] 
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AUTUMN FEED 


risk, he said, because they would im- 
mediately head for the lushest parts 
of agistment paddocks and were par- 
ticularly susceptible to the pulpy 
kidney disease. 

“The changeover to lush feed should 
take from two to three weeks and the 
best thing to do when sheep first 
off the truck w to feed them 

.” he said. 


ity of their digestive system to quickly 
edjust to new feed. 

‘Sheep have in their first stomach, 
which 








AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


LIVER FLUKE HOST--A type of aquatic snail that is an intermediate host to 
liver fluke, a serious parasite of sheep and cattle, has been found in the 
Harvey River. Agriculture Protection Board officers have begun a survey 

of rivers and ponds in farming areas from the Moore River to Albany to 
determine the spread of the snails. The APB's chief officer, Mr Neil 
Hogstrom, said that any liver flukes accidentally introduced to WA might 
spread throughout dariying areas. Liver fluke caused a severely debilitating 
disease, making animals anaemic and listless. Heavily infected animals often 
died. Mr Hogstrom said that the parasite could also infect horses and people. 
Stock in WA were free trom liver fluke, but it had sometimes been found at 
slaughter in stock brought in from the Eastern States. Mr Hogstrom said 

that the liver fluke could not spread from one animal to another without 
spending part of its life cycle inside a iymnae snail. Lymnae snai.s had 

been introduced in WA seme years ago, probably with aquarium plants. Till 
recently the snails had been found only in the metropolitan area. Mr Hogstrom 
said that the snails were about 1llmm long and usually dark grey. When the 
apex of the snail's shell was pointed towards an »bserver, the shell coiled 
clockwise away from the centre. He urged anyone finding a snail with this 
distinctive shell in a farming area to get in touch with the APB. [Text] 


s 


[Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 21 Dec 82 p 14] 


OXIN DEATHS--Poisonous toxins in rye grass have killed more than 
$00 livestock in WA this season. The officer in charge of the Katanning 
Department of Agriculture, Mr Joe Burdass, said yesterday 


Dranch of the 

that 3250 sheep and 14 cattle had died. He was reporting to the rye-grass 
action mnittee at Nyabing, 60km east of Katanning on the problem of 
annual rve-grass toxicity. Rye-grass toxicity has been reported this year 


on 63 properties, 38 of which have not previously reported outbreaks of 
infected stock. The problem has been persistent, with about 4000 livestock 
dying last season. The disease is a big problem at Gnowangerup, where 111 
reports of outbreaks have been made since 1970. That figure includes 


sropert es where it has recurred annually. Since May, 10 Gnowangerup 


properties have reported their first outbreaks and nine properties with 
previous records also have reported outbreaks. They account for half this 
ear's reports, with 31 other properties spread throughout the Great Southern. 
The rye-grass action committee will call a meeting of organisations within a 


few months to press tor Commonwealth aid to research rye-grass toxicity. 
[Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Dec 82 p 33] 
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SICK CATTLE PROBLEM--Longreacnh--Veterinarians and stock inspectors, using 
wlicopters and tour-wheel-drive vehicles, are shooting hundreds of thousands 
of cattle in a nationwide program to rid Australia's bee: herds of brucellosis 
ind tuberc sis. he tull extent of the program, which has been veiled in 
secrecy, became known vesterday amid charges of mass brutality. The brutality 
charges were denis y the Primary Industry Department Veterinary Services 
Director, Mr Ian Wells, and the district inspector of stock at Longreach, 

Mr Dick Law, who hea the program in that area. “Queensland and Australia 
have a huge investment in the ttie industry and it is threatend by these 

two diseases," Mr Wells said. “Our job is to de-stock any area where 

testing has shown they exist and the quickest and most humane way of doing 

it is by shooting. "Nobody is perfect. Men get tired and gun barrels become 
hot. But the operation is rigidly supervise ind is as humane as possible." 
"Most of these anima re wild bush cattle, teraul beasts which are diseased 
ind drought-stricke wa "We've shot thousands of them; the prograr 

ias een 45 ing on tor tnree years now ind is Vi ing to a lose.” The depart- 
ment's Cw senior ) cers said the disease eradication program had been 
demance by the mairt ‘rseas importers of Australian beet: the United 

States, Japan and Korea. It was to be completed by 1984, by which time all 
but few pockets of diseased cattle would have been eliminated. [Text 
[Brisbane 1 COl R-MAIL in English 24 Dec 82 p 2] 








BELIZE 


SWINE FEVER OUTBREAK REPORTED IN COROZAL 
FL120034 Bridgetown CANA in English 0012 GMT 12 Feb 83 


[Text] Belize City, Belize, 11 Feb (CANA)--An outbreak of swine fever this 
week in the Corozal District of Belize has so far claimed 30 animals and 
the Ministry of Natural Resources has restricted movement of pigs in and 
out of the area. 


Pigs within a radius of three miles from the village of San Joaquin in the 
Corozal District must not be moved, the government said. 


The Corozal District has an estimated pig population of 7,000. 


Dr Balmore Silva, chief veterinary officer in the Ministry of Natural Re- 
sources, today said that no pigs or pork products would be permitted to 
enter or leave the Corozal District and that all other necessary measures 
were being taken to contain the disease in the area. 


CSO: 5400/2047 











CHAD 


INCIDENCE OF RINDERPEST, CONTROL MEASURES NOTED 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 28 Jan 83 p 3-5 


{Text} ATP--the coordinator of the staff to combat rinderpest, Dr Abdel-Madjit 
Manamat salen, has issued a report on the status of that threat. He recalled 
the first assistance visit by Mr Goffings 13-17 January that led to resupply 
of vaccines and establishment of vaccination stations at Karme, Am-Djamena 
Bilala, Ati, Komwndjourou, and Abeche. That visit was followed up by the 

tour of the minister ot iivestock and rural water to Am-Timan, Ati, Abeche, 
and Guereda. He was accompanied by Dr Abdel-Madjit. 

The visit enabled the minister to get a first-hand understanding of the situ- 
ation and to educate the population on the danger of rinderpest. All the 
Stations visited have been supplied with vaccines and technical equipment. 
Vaccination teams have been formed and are already in operation on site. 


Reviewing the development of the disease, Dr Abdel-Madjit said that rinderpest, 
identified in areas on the Sudan border, had spread along the 13th parallel 
from Adre to Massaguet. From there it had reached as far as Ndjamena, where 
ected at Farcha abattoir. From the 13th parallel track, 

the disease branched oft to the southest, where many concentrations continue 
to be identified, to the concern of the stockraisers. The Massaguet concen- 


tration was identified as early as 10 January 1983. The report is serious. 


According to information by traders, 264 out of a herd of 467 have died. 


. + . > * » »* 
two casesS were cete 


At Am-Timam (Salamat), the disease appeared in two villages 6 km from the 
m A total of 137 animals have been atfected, and 15 have died. This 
responded to the danger. At the first signs of the disease, 


irea actively 
support of the livestock service, took the first, 


local otticiais, with the 
most urgent measures to isolate the sick cases, and tormed a committee to 
combat cattle disease. A tund was collected. This enabled the committee to 
rent a gasoline-operated freezer to preserve the vaccines. Mobile teams 
will operate throughout the area thanks to the support of the administrative 
ind business communities making their vehicles available to the livestock 
service. Dr Abdel-Madjit pointed out that the Salamat example is worthy otf 
most of the work was done without waiting tor help from 


attention, Decause 


Nd jamena. 


situation at Batha is more alarming than that in Salamat because the 


4 
disease is tending to spread. There also, a tund was collected with the 


of administrative and business groups. The terrified herdsmen literally 


ry 
iiiec 


heap 











led the veterinary section along with their herds. Vaccinations stirted 
*k before the arrival of the livestec« minister. There were not sufficient 


nnel or refrigeration equipment. Some 20 concentrations of the disease 
identitied at Ati, where 367 deaths have been counted, at Xoundjourou 
Diedaa 8, and at Yao (Lake Fitri) 440. Im the last area, the disease 


ue, as yet unconfirmed information reporis numerous concentrations, 
a mortality rate estimated at 35 percent. There also, significant steps 
iken to check the disease, but there are not enough people available 
ntly to cover the area. Also, facilities to preserve the vaccine are 
t nonexistent. At Guerida, the situation is catastrophic in all the 


nm the Sudan border. The disease has spread everywhere, and deaths 


the nundreds. 


ce of this situation, the livestock department is trying to mobilize 


necessary means to combat this disaster. To this end, after the livestock 


er's address on 11 January to ambassadors and representatives of inter- 
organizations, the office of coordination prepared a plan to cost 
illion that was presented to possible sources of financing. There was 
with the European Development Fund representative. A funds 
million under the urgent aid category of the Lome II ccnvention 


~ ‘ ‘ - i 
ubmitted at the level of the Brussels Commission. The Aid anc Coopera- 
Fund (FAC), as part of a project for southern Chad, provided i refrigera- 


January, 942,000 doses of vaccine have been distributed among 


Lic iV 


ri-Baguirmi, Batha, the geographic Ouaddai, Guera, Salamat, and Kanem 


ro). An estimated 160,227 vaccinations had been given by 20 January 
od Program has provided 5,992 tons of food supplies to 
to handle the feeding problems that are likely to 


worid i! 


e teams on the spot 











DENMARK 


AUTHORITIES DECLARE DENMARK FREE OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 15 Feb 83 p 31 


[Text] Copenhagen, TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA and RITZAUS BUREAU. The 
Danish veterinary authorities on Monday [14 February] declared Funen to be 
free from foot-and-mouth disease. At that time, a mcnth had passed 

since a case of the feared contagious disease was confirmed on a farm 

in Frauge [on the island of] Funen. 


All restrictions on sales of fresh meat and meat products were thereby 
lifted, and slaughterhouses on Funen were allowed to recommence their 
operations. However, no live hoved animals can be transported from 
Funen before 14 March. 


CSO: 5400/2520 
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TAMAULIPAS HOG CHOLERA CONTROLLED--Ciudad Victoria, Tamps., 7 February-- 

An outbreak of hog cholera, detected at the Barranco Azul communal farm in 
the town of San Carlos, which caused the death of 60 animals, was under 
contre] today after almost a month of efforts to control it, said Raul de 
la Garza Perez, director of the livestock department of the SARH [Secretariat 
of Agriculture and Water yore LArticle by Enrique Pedroza} (Text, 
Mex: sity EXCELSIOR in Span‘ 8 Feb 83 p 272A) 6255 


a 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


PORK IMPORT BAN--New Zealand has acted swiftly io guard against the 
possibility of importing foot and mouth disease from Denmark by cancelling 
a permit for the importation of pork from that country. A fresh outbreak 

of foot and mouth disease in Denmark was announced yesterday, Th: permit 
cancellation was confirmed by the director of the animal health division 

of the Ainistry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dr George Adlam, He said, 
however, that a permit had been granted for another pork shipment because 

it would have left Denmark well before foot and mouth disease was diagnosed 
on the Danish island of Funen on January 13. Dr Adlam said that in enforcing 
bans on the importation of animals or meat products a 2l-day disease incuba- 
tion period was taken into account, Any meat products sent to New Zealand 
from Denmark after December 23 would be impounded on arrival pending 4 
decision on disposal. New Zealand does not import any large quantity of 
Danish portk, but does bring some in periodically--a move that angers the 
New Zealand pig industry. frxcerpte] (Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in 
English 19 Jan 83 p 1] 


ANIMAL DISEASE MONITORING--The monitoring of diseases in farm animals will 
become less effective because the Government intends to cut financial sup- 
port for Animal Diagnostic Services, says the president of Federatec Farmers, 
Mr Rob Storey. This, he said, would put at risk New Zealand's meat experts 
worth $3500 million a year. As from next year, farmers will pay 30 percent 
of direct costs of the gevernment diagnostic programmes, Mr Storey claimed. 
This measure would make it less likely that, when stock die, farmers would 
call in veterinarians to make a diagnosis of the cause of death. Mr Storey 
said it was necessary to maintain constant re-evaluation of animal disease 
eradication programmes. “New Zealand's food exports enjoy a sound reputa- 
tion for quality in markets overseas but there is growing pressure on food 
exporters to meet tougher standards. New Zealand can, and must, meet this 
challenge.” Mr Storey said the dangers of foot and mouth were widely 
acknowledged but it was not so well-known that New Zealand could be shut out 
of many export markets if it failed to achivve eradication targets in dis- 
eases such as brucellosis, tuberculosis and hydatids. [Text] [Wellington 
THE EVENING POST in English 29 Dec 82 p 5] 


CSO: 5400/9098 








PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


GERBILLIS LEISHMANIASIS IN DESERT RATS--Large desert rats (Rhombomys opimus) 
are distributed in the corridor region of Gansu, which is in the Temperate Zone, 
with desert-sands distributed in a scattered manner in and near the oases, of 
areas generaliy less than 1,000 km? each. In 1959, Leishmania protozoons were 
found for the first time from tissue smears of ears of these rats. They belong 
to a new strain, named Leishmania gerbilli Wang, Qu & Guan 1964, not pathogenic 
to men. In 1963-81, while carrying out a survey of kala-azar, the authors 
examined the rats of the 3 counties of Dunhuang, Shanduan, and Mingin and 
Leishmania was discovered, at rates of 1.7, 7.1, 15.6 and 50 percent. Further 
studies in search of vectors revealed that the dominant species of sandflies 
of these localities (Phlebotomus mongolensis) are the major vector, while in 
Mingin County Ph. andrejevi, another species of sandfly, may also play a part 
in spreading this disease among the desert rats. [Article by Liu Peichong 
[0491 0012 1504] et al.j} [Beijing ZHONGHUA LIUXINGBINGXUE ZAZHI [CHINESE 
JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY] in Chinese Vol 3 No 5, Oct 82 pp 304-305] 6248 


CSO: 5400/4113 
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PORTUGAL 


BRIEFS 


CATTLE PNEUMONIA DETECTED--The Head Office of Cattle Operations of MAP 
[Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries] has announced that in the councils 
of Moncao and Barcelos outbreaks of pneumonia in beef cattle were detected. 
Although we are dealing with a disease that is not transmitted to man, it is 
a disease that causes great mortality among cattle and is, therefore, 

a serious economic problem. The Head Office of Cattle Operations, after 
laboratory confirmation of the disease, has already initiated urgent measures 
tc fight and eradicate this new outbreak of a disease that was already felt 
in Portugal over 30 years ago. In addition to slaughtering the affected 
animals and disinfecting corrals, the measures are: confiscation of beef 
products and restriction on cattle transportation in the Braga and Viana 

do Castelo districts. The Head Office of Cattle Operations explained that 
the owners will be compensated for the animals that had to be eliminated 

and appealed to the breeders and the sublic in general for full cooperation 
and asked them to immediately report suspected cases which appear and to 
apply rigorously the preventive measures and recommended treatment. [Text] 
[Lisbon 0 DIA in Portuguese 8 Feb 83 p 10] 11634 


CSO: 5400/2518 
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MYSTERY DISEASE 


Mbabane 


(Text | 


_T ee 
me 
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TS CATTLE 


WAZI OBSERVER in English 12 Feb 83 pl 


“TWENTY -three herds of caitle worth sbout E46. 
000, have died recently of an unknown (oxia at the 
Tibiyo Taka-Ngwane daigy,farm io Malkerds. 


Dairy ~ ° Projeer 


Manager. Mr D.C. Lind- 
$ay, said 47 cattle went 
skk samultaneously after 
feeding from one camp 
with Kikuyu grass. 
“A number of the 
herd nad been feeding 
on this one camp day 
and night when suddenly 
7 of them, mauniy preg- 
nant cows, showed signs 
of sickness. They were 
salivating a lot, eyes 
sunken and had sub- 
normal temperatures,” 
Mr Lindsay said 
He said the animals 
nad to be removed from 
'his Kikuyu pastur: 
because there were susp- 
Coons (Nat Maybe it had 
to GO 41th Ht and within 
two days most of the 
Sows Decame better 
Mr Lindsay said he 
aiso TOOK one calf which 
was sill alive to one of 
the) =—s worid’s Diggest 
veterinary centres wm the 


world, Onderstepoort 
near Pretona in South 
Atria for tests Dut it 
died on the way in Mad- 
JieDura 

‘The toxin, whatever 


it is, its a killer, afl the 
cattle that contracted it 
died within hours, Dut 
tests and biood 
specimens taken from 
that dead calif im 
Onderstepoort showed 
nothing. So no one 
knows in the meantime 
what type of toxin i 4s, 
he said. 


He added: “‘Now |! 


cannot say that it is the 
Kikuyu grass because 
after a fortnight we 1ook 
back six heifers to graze 
on the same pasture for 
six days and none of 


them reacted at all.”” 
Mr Lindsay said some 
of the Kikuyu grass from 
the pastures had been 
taken for clinical tests 
but nothing showed. 


“So far u stil remains 
a mystery as to what ac- 
tually killed all 23 of 
them so fast. Sometumes 
| thank to myself that the 
long drought speil had 
something to do with it 
or the spate of white bur- 
terflies that invaded the 
country at that ume,”” he 
ad 


SWAZILAND 








Asked if he had ever met with this type of killer toxin before, Mr Lindsay who 


had worked as a dairy farmer all his life and three years managing the Swazi 
farm said he had never. 


There is another toxic killer, he said, called senacia but it is noc found 
.) r 


The Managing Director for Tibiyo Taka Ngwane which wholly owns the dairy fara, 
Dr Sisnhayi Nxumalo, said Tibiyo was not directly involved in management of the 


“4 


project so it was not in a position to know what was being done at the moment. 


~ 








VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


ELIMINATION OF ANTHRAX EPIDEMIC--While protecting bovines from the cold, many 
places in Ha Tuyen have detected and promptly curbed and stamped out pockets 
of anthrax. Recently, due to inappropriate antiepidemiologic work, anthrax 
has recurred, threatening the bovine and horse population in the villages of 
Xuan Giang (Bac Quang District), Ngoc Hoi and Yen Lap (Chiem Hoa District). 
Following detection, the provincial veterinary sector has sent many cadres 
to these villages to coordinate with their district counterparts in order to 
curb and stamp out the epidemic. Many places in the province have properly 
carried out measures to protect buffaloes and cattle from hunger and cold. 
Since the beginning of winter, families in Dong Van District have repaired 
stables, covered wall holes and brought in dry grass, hay and corn stalks to 
be used as feed reserve. [Text] [Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 

17 Jan 82 p 1} 9213 
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BLACK LEG OUTBREAK THREATENS LIPUMPU AREA CATTLE 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 14 Feb 83 p 5 


{Text} 


UNLESS quick “action is 
taken now by the Govern- 
ment. thousands of cattle will 
of black leg disease which 

he Li area in 
Sesheke aan 

One cattle owner. Mr 
Muwela Muzumi. said in 
Livingstone yesterday the 
situation was bad. ° 

He said Sesheke veteri- 
nary office was advising 
cattle owners in the district 
to buv black leg vaccines. 

“A lot of us have been 
coming to Livingstone to buy 
the vaccines, but we have 
run into another problem 
as chemists have run out of 

The disease was first 
noticed a month ago and had 
killed three of his animals. 
Hundreds of animals were 
dving from the disease 
evervdav 

‘That is why we want the 
Government to come in as 
soon as possible otherwise all 


the cattle population in 
Sesheke district will be 
wiped out. 


“We could have helped 
ourselves by buying the 
vaccines from chemists, but 
they have run out of stock.” 
he said 

A spokesman in the office 
of the provincial veterinary 
officer in Mongu said yestcr- 
dav experts would be sent to 
eel for an on-the-spot 

tigation and see how 
the Government could help. 


‘Although there has been 
no official communication 
about the disease in that 
area. we will rush our men 
there to make a thorough 
investigation and see what 
sort of help car be given.” 


Late last vear Sesheke MP 
Mr Yusiku Mukelabai 


warned that -cattle im the 
district faced extinction be- 
cause of tsetse flies which 
were spreading § sieeping 
sickness. 
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BRIEFS 


CORRIDOR DISEASE OUTBREAK--More than 100 head of cattle have died in Kachenje 
area of Choma district following the outbreak of Corridor disease, provincial 
veterinaty officer Dr Namasivayan Balasubramanium confirmed yesterday. 

Dr Balasubramanium said he had dispatched his officers to the area to combat 
the disease which is reported to have originated from Monze district. 

The department had sufficient drugs and sprayers to contain the situation 
following the recent donation of the items by SPAFIF to the Department of 
Agriculture, Although 135 head of cattle are officially reported to have 
died, villagers in the area said more animals have perished in the remote 
parts of the district. [Tdxt] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 11 Feb 83 p 3] 
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FOOT-AND-MOUTH OUTBREAK--Bulawayo--Members of the Limpopo Intensive Conserva- 
tion Area met in West Nicholson yesterday to discuss the outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease in the area, The disease has restricted movement of cattle 
sales amid mounting concern about the effects of the drought of the cattle 
industry. The 25-member ICA has a beef herd of 30 000 in an area in which 
the rainfall is erratic. Reports in Gwanda yesterday said farmers were 
meeting officials of the Department of Veterinary Services to discuss the 
Outbreak of the disease. The ICA and surrounding communal lands had been 
declared infected areas and a major immunisation campaign has been launched. 
The disease has so far been located on five paddocks on the Towla section 

of Lemco's Mazunga ranch. The vaccination of the 63 000 head of cattle on 
Mazunga ranch was reported completed yesterday. The assistant provincial 
veterinary officer for Gwanda which covers the ICA, Dr Dennis Lampard, said 
that vaccination had also been completed on three other ranches of Drihoek, 
Makado and Highway. He said livestock inspectors had yesterday moved to 
Zindele, Chomfukwe and Dubane ranches to the west of Mazunga ranch. Up to 
Tuesday an estimated 73 000 head of cattle had been vaccinated and Chomfukwe 
and Zindele had added another 2 900 head yesterday. [Text] [Harare THE 


HERALD in English 10 Feb 83 p 3] 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH VACCINATIONS=-A major breakout of foot and mouth disease in 
the Limpopo Intensive Conservation Area has prompted a huge vaccination 
campaign. By Wednesday 63 090 cattle had been vaccinated at Mazunga Ranch 
and 2 900 at Zindele Farm. The campaign moved to Siyoka communal land 
yesterday. The Department of Veterinary Services has announced that it aims 
to immunise 150 000 cattle. Faif of these had been treated by Wednesday 
night. [Text] [Harare THE HERALD in English 11 Feb 83 p 1] 
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BRIEFS 


WHEAT RUST EPIDEMIC--A previously rare strain of rust appears to have been 

a factor in a wheat-rust epidemic that has damaged crops in some areas of 
WA, according to the Department of Agriculture. Tests at Sydney University 
on WA wheat samples showed a dramatic increase in the strain 343-1, 2, 3, 5, 
6. Plant pathologists said that more than two thirds of the rust affected 
samples belonged to this strain, It had attacked egret, lance, warigal and 
warimba varieties. The pathologists said that these varieties had previously 
provided a major source of rust resistance in the rust-prone areas of the 
State, Some rust had been seen on madden and kite wheats through tests 
showed that the two varieties were still resistant to all the rust strains 
found in WA, including the new strain, These would be the major rust- 
resistant varieties available for next year. Gamut and two new wheats, 
eradu and wialki, also were resistant, The Department of Agriculture said 
that though egret wheat was now susceptible to rust it was resistant to 
septoria diseases and these occurred more often than rust. [Text] [Perth 
THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Dec 82 p 33] 
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BARBADOS 


PARLIAMENT PASSES BILL TO FIGHT CROP PESTS, DISEASES 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 3 Feb 83 p ll 


[Text] Parliament has given easy passage to what will now be known as the 
Plant Pest and Disease (Eradication) Act, a measure designed primarily 
as a precautionary action against crop damage by pests and disease. 


The Act consolidates and amends other Acts relating to sugar cane mosaic 
disease, and provides tor the eradication of love vine, and wild native 
cotten, as well as for the eradication of specified plant pests and diseases. 


In piloting the Bill through the second reading on Tuesday, Minister of 
Agriculture, Dr Richard Cheltenham explained that a number of anomalies had 
shown up in the several Acts dealing with plant pests, which were scattered 


across this country's statute books. 


Some were ineffectual, others obsolete; some others were inconsistent. 


He said there was no particular urgency about the new legislation since 
Barbados had been able to control smut disease which affected sugar cane, 
but he explained that the country had to be prepared for eventualities from 
wind or airboi. e diseases. 


“Legislation must be in 4 state to allow us to respond with speed," said 
Cheltenhan. 


A feature of the Bill ‘s the powers it confers upon the minister to deciare 
plant pests and diseases to be eradicated; as well as to provide the official 
inspection periods for the plant pests and diseases and determine areas in 
which any economic crop plants that are susceptible to a specified pest or 
disease are not to be planted or grown during periods specified in the order. 


The Act also empowers the Chief Agricultural Officer or inspector to enter 
at any time, any farm, plantation or building other than a dwelling house 
tor the purpose of determining the existence of any plant pest or disease. 


it also prohibits the cultivation of host plants or alternate host plants 
of a declared plant pest or disease in infected areas without approval from 


the Chief Agricultural Officer. 











debate on the measure in Committee of Suppiy, MPs drew attention to 


ing top” disease which virtually wiped out the paw-paw fruit here; 


na 


lown herbicides said to be affecting vegetable farmers in St Philip, 


ite “cow-itch" problem that was irritating residents in St James. 


tenham, who also complained of the “cow-itch" nuisance in his St 
alcyon Heights neighbourhood at one stage quipped: "That is the 


| 


re 


ee 


” 
‘ 


= 
f 


i> 
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atfect plants like wild native cotton and love vine. 


pay for living in the heights.” 
he pointed out that Government had already provided funds to tackle 
ana work was expected to start shotly to eradicate that problen. 


however, was not a plant pest, the minister explained, since it 


iestion of the “bunching top” disease, Cheltenham said that Govern- 


obtained assistance from Trinidad to investigate the virus which 
the paw-paw plant, but he had not yet been advised on any curative 


to him, Barbados was late in being affected by the “bunching top” 
h struck in other countries. Further, he reported, scientists 


searching unsuccessfully and desperately for the past 20 years 


‘Sistant variety of paw-paw. 


herbicidal dritt was concerned, there was nothing Government 
it to get the ministry's extension officers to try to improve 
he use of herbicides. 
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OAXACA COFFEE RUST--The SARH [Secretariat of Agriculture and Water Resources] 
yesterday reported in a press bulletin that coffee rust has spread to Oaxaca, 
where outbreaks were noted, beginning with 13 January. The bulletin added 
that for 1 1/2 years, from July 1981 to December 1982, it was possible to 
confine the disease agent to Chiapas. The bulletin says that, upon comfirming 
the situation in Oaxaca, a team of technicians from the Plant Health Department 
and from Imecafe was sent on an inspection tour of the coffee plantations in 
the town of Cuajiniquil, where nine sources of rust were found, scattered 

over an area of 500 hectares. To control this situation, a program was set 
up, which includes 20 inspection zones. This procedure, as in the case of the 
state of Chiapas, is aimed at preventing the plague from affecting production. 
It was reported also that in the Soconusco area there are isolated outbreaks 
of rust in coffee plantations located in the towns of Tapachula, Union Juarez, 
Cacahuatan, Tuxtla Chico, Tuzantan, Huhvetan, Huixtla, Villa Comitan Santiago 
Iscluintla, Motozintla, Margarita and Palenque. There are 75,000 hectares of 
cultivated land in the Soconusco area. [Text] [Mexico City UNOMASUNO in 
Spanish 20 Jan 83 p 8] 8255 
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PHILIPPINES 


AUSTRALIAN BAN ON PHILIPPINES BANANA STAYS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 12 Feb 83 p 10 
[Article by Rosario A, Liquicia] 


'Text] Australia will continue to ban the importation of Philippine 
bananas because of the presence of three plant diseases in the country, 
according to the Australian embassy in Manila, 


in an advice to the Ministry of Trade and Industry, the local embassy said 
that the department of health of Australia has banned the importation of 
Philippine bananas “due to the presence in this region of Moko Disease, 
Black Sigatoka and Black Leaf Streak Fungi." 


This prohibition will remain enforced until the Australian department of 
health is ec nvinced that these diseases have been eliminated in the country, 
the embassy added, 


E.B, Dillon, commercial minister of the embassy, also said that the import 
of home dried bananas is similarly prohibited although factory-dried 
bananas with low moisture content are permitted, 


The report was issued in response to an earlier Ministry of Trade and 
industry inquiry regarding export of bananas to Australia. 


Dillon said there is no import duty on all Philippine bananas exported to 
Australia but there are restrictiors to their entry for health reasons. 


Australian importation of bananas is not substantial, the embassy report 
said, amounting to only 37.38 tons in 1981, valued at 522,339. Of these 
imports, $17,000 came from the United States and $3,000 from the Philippines. 


txports from the Philippines were in the form of dried bananas, 


Dillon stressed that there is no tariff impediment to the sale of local 
fresh bananas in Australia, but purely a question of plant disease, he 
pointed out, 











Local trade officials are scouting for new mrkets for bananas which have 
been traditionally shipped to Japan and some Middle East countries. 


Banana exports to Japan, however, are subject to high import duties, 
especially when contained in locally-mnufactured carton boxes, 
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TANZANIA 


FUNGUS DISEASE CAUSES REDUCTION IN CASHEW NUT PRODUCTION 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 12 Feb 83 p 3 


[Text] The downward trend in cashewnut production in the country has been 
caused by a fungus disease which affects flowers, the Executive Chairman of 
the Cashewnut Authority of Tanzania (CATA), Ndugu Saidi Bungara, said from 
Mtwara yesterday. 


(here was also a problem of old trees, and some of the farms were not 
weeded, but the biggest worry was withering of flowers, Ndugu Bungara said 
in a telephone interview, 


Cashewnut production in the country has dropped from 145,000 tonnes in 
1973/74 to less than 40,000 tonnes expected this year. 


According to the executive chairman, agricultural researchers have 
identified the fungus, and had at one time recommended a chemical, but it 
was found to be too expensive for the peasants. He did not name the chemical, 


Ndugu Bungara did not say what type of a fungus it was, but said cashewnut 
trees were setting flowers normally during the rainy seasons. After one or 
two months, the flowers start to wither out and some of them dry off, he 
said. 





Ndugu Bungara also said that the disease was not confined to Tanzania alone, 
as our neighbours in the south were also facing the problem. 


The executive chairman could not immediately say what was the solution to 
the disease, but reiterated the need for peasants to uproot old trees and 
plant new ones instead. 


Ndugu Bungara acknowledged that some peasants did not heed the call to weed 
farms. 


He estimated the farms which were properly weeded and looked after to be 
50 percent. 














Poor cashewnut production has forced the CATA to close some of its factories. 


CATA has announced that only five out of its eleven cashewnut processing 
factories would open this season due to shortage of enough nuts to run the 
factories. 


It was earlier estimated that 47,000 tonnes of cashewnuts would be realised 


this year, but according to the executive chairman, this figure was scaled 
down to 40,000 which might not be realised, 
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BRIEFS 


GRAIN BORER DESTRUCTION ‘'SERIOUS'--The Tanzania Food and Nutrition Centre 
(TFNC) yesterday called on the Morogoro Regional leaders, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and other relevant institutions to mobilise their resources in 
the fight against the grain borer scania now threatening maize produce in 
Ulanga District in the region. The TFNC said in a statement issued to 
SHIHATA in Dar es Salaam that food situation in parts of the region, 


particularly Mwaya Division in Ulanga District, was "precarious" because of 
the destruction caused by the prodigal beetle "prostephanus truncatus" 
(commonly known as "scania"). The statement, issued after a survey in the 
area, said "through our observation we are convinced that the destruction 
caused by this pest is serious and immediate attention is required to save 
next harvest's produce and the currently stored product." TFNC's survey 

in the area early last month showed that the grain borer was spread through- 
out Mwaya Division, and without immediate effective control measures the 
next harvest could be in danger. the statement said. [Text] [Dar es Salaam 
DAILY NEWS in English 3 Feb 83 p 1] 
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MUSEUM TO CONDUCT TERMITE RESEARCH PROGRAM 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 14 Feb 83 p 5 


{Text ] 





LIVINGSTONE National Munem ts te lamnch S smmaeeh , 
programme into population, ecology and movements o 
relation to the level of crop damage, acting director Mr Manyando . 


Mukela said yesterday. 

This was prompted by re- 
cent findings of the museum's 
research department that the 
majority of crops grown in 
Zambis. were susceptible to 
termit¢s attack. 

Crops like maize, cassava, 
sugar cane, groundnuts and 
all citrus fruits were among 
those easily destroved by 
termites . 

The museum started a 
research on termites last 
June in an effort to help farm- 
ers deal with insects which 
destroyed their crops. 

The research included a 
study on how termites affected 
eucalyptus trees planted by 
the Government as bic-energy 
and timber sources. 


ty 
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Research work slowed down 
when one of its senior research 
officers went to Australia to 
Specialise in termites studies. 

Cat a lot of progress had 
been made since then. with 
the museum establishing as a 
fact that most crops grown in 
the country were susceptible 
to termites attack. 

“We want to find out 
termite population. their eco- 
logy and movements in re- 
lation to crop damage. This is 
of great importance to us."’ 
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